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PIB News 
News Title: Prime Minister Participates in Centenary Celebrations of Union Public Service 
Commission at Bharat Mandapam 
 
Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Civil Services Examination (GS Paper II - Governance & 
Constitutional Bodies), Reserve Bank of India Grade B, and State Public Service Commission 
Exams — expect direct questions on Article 315-323 provisions, Lee Commission 
recommendations, and civil service reform mandates. 
 
News in One Liner: Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed the centenary celebrations of the 
Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) at Bharat Mandapam, emphasizing that the institution's 
core identity of independence and merit must remain eternally uncompromised. 
 
Detailed News 
● Prime Minister Narendra Modi participated in and addressed the landmark centenary milestone 
celebrations of the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) held at Bharat Mandapam, New 
Delhi. 
● The Prime Minister affirmed that UPSC’s foundational identity—built on independence, 
impartiality, meritocracy, confidentiality, and fair processes—must remain preserved as a public 
trust. 
● He underscored the 21st-century administrative philosophy centered on "Nagrik Devo Bhava" 
(Citizens are Paramount), calling for civil services driven by citizen-centric public service rather 
than administrative privilege. 
● The address highlighted the evolving role of public servants in driving digital governance, 
administrative integrity, and India's long-term Viksit Bharat @2047 developmental roadmap. 
 
Connect the Dots: Constitutional safeguards provided to civil servants under Article 311 and 
structural reforms like Mission Karmayogi align with UPSC's mandate to build a competent, agile, 
and ethical administrative cadre. 
 
Static Points Related to News 
● Union Public Service Commission (UPSC): Constitutional body established under Article 315 of 
the Constitution of India, tasked with conducting examinations for appointments to All India 
Services and Central Services. 
● Lee Commission (1923): Royal Commission on Superior Civil Services that recommended the 
setup of a Public Service Commission, leading to the creation of the Public Service Commission of 
India in 1926. 
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● Articles 315 to 323: Constitutional provisions in Part XIV governing the composition, powers, 
functions, and independence of Public Service Commissions for the Union and States. 
 
Points to Remember 
● Centenary milestone commemorated by UPSC at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi. 
● "Nagrik Devo Bhava" is cited as the guiding principle for modern public service. 
● Lee Commission (1923) served as the historic basis for setting up the initial commission in 1926. 
 
News Title: Headquarters Integrated Defence Staff Celebrates Twenty-Five Years of 
Jointness and Military Integration 
 
Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Civil Services Examination (GS Paper III - Security Challenges), 
Defense Services Exams (CDS, NDA, AFCAT), and State Public Service Commission Exams — 
expect questions on Kargil Review Committee, Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) mandates, and 
theater command structures. 
 
News in One Liner: Headquarters Integrated Defence Staff (HQ IDS) celebrated its silver jubilee, 
marking 25 years of operational jointness, tri-services integration, and strategic planning. 
 
Detailed News 
● Headquarters Integrated Defence Staff (HQ IDS) officially marked its 25th anniversary (Silver 
Jubilee) of dedicated service in fostering jointness and synergy across the armed forces. 
● Set up as an inter-services organization, HQ IDS serves as the main operational arm for the 
Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) to execute joint military planning, capability development, and 
resource rationalization. 
● Celebrations highlighted key achievements in joint intelligence sharing, integrated logistics, cyber 
and space defense commands, and joint doctrine formulation across the Army, Navy, and Air 
Force. 
● The milestone reiterated the ongoing transition toward establishing integrated theater commands 
to optimize operational readiness and national defense posture. 
 
Connect the Dots: The creation of HQ IDS and the subsequent appointment of the Chief of 
Defence Staff operationalized long-standing defense reform recommendations from the Kargil 
Review Committee and Naresh Chandra Task Force. 
 
Static Points Related to News 
● Integrated Defence Staff (IDS): Established in October 2001 based on the recommendations of 
the Group of Ministers (GoM) report reviewing the national security system post-Kargil Conflict. 
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● Chief of Defence Staff (CDS): Permanent Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff Committee (COSC) and 
head of the Department of Military Affairs (DMA) within the Ministry of Defence. 
● Defense Cyber Agency (DCyA) & Defense Space Agency (DSA): Tri-services agencies operating 
under the administrative and operational framework of HQ IDS. 
 
Points to Remember 
● 25 years (Silver Jubilee) completed by HQ IDS. 
● Established post-Kargil Review Committee recommendations on national security. 
● Functions as the primary body driving joint doctrine, procurement, and  across the Indian Armed 
Forces. 
 
News Title: Ministry of Finance Announces Fifth Kautilya Economic Conclave Under Theme 
Resilience in an Age of Flux 
 
Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Reserve Bank of India Grade B, Civil Services Examination (GS 
Paper III - Indian Economy), and Banking Mains — expect direct questions on economic conclave 
themes, capital mobilization strategies, and global supply chain resilience. 
 
News in One Liner: The Ministry of Finance announced the 5th Kautilya Economic Conclave in 
New Delhi from October 3–5, 2026, focused on global economic resilience and growth priorities. 
 
Detailed News 
● The Ministry of Finance, in partnership with the Institute of Economic Growth (IEG), organized the 
5th edition of the Kautilya Economic Conclave in New Delhi. 
● The 2026 conclave was convened under the overarching theme: “Resilience in an Age of 
Flux”. 
● Deliberations brought together international economists, policymakers, and industry leaders to 
discuss private capital mobilization, green energy financing, and navigating fragmented global trade 
networks. 
● High-level sessions focused on India's macroeconomic strategy to maintain high domestic growth 
while insulating supply chains against geopolitical volatility and external inflation shocks. 
 
Connect the Dots: Economic discussions at the Kautilya Conclave feed into policy frameworks 
managed by the Department of Economic Affairs to sustain high GVA growth and attract sustained 
foreign direct investment (FDI). 
 
Static Points Related to News 
● Kautilya Economic Conclave: Annual global economic conference co-hosted by the Ministry of 
Finance and the Institute of Economic Growth to analyze macroeconomic trends. 
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● Institute of Economic Growth (IEG): Autonomous premier research center in Delhi specializing in 
economic development, macroeconomics, and health policy research. 
● Department of Economic Affairs (DEA): Key department under the Ministry of Finance 
responsible for formulating India's macroeconomic policies, budget preparation, and capital market 
regulation. 
 
Points to Remember 
● 5th edition of the Kautilya Economic Conclave held in New Delhi. 
● Theme: “Resilience in an Age of Flux”. 
● The Ministry of Finance and Institute of Economic Growth (IEG) serve as organizing bodies. 
 
News Title: Ministry of Health Observes National Voluntary Blood Donation Day 2026 to 
Strengthen Blood Component Management 
 
Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Civil Services Examination (GS Paper II - Health & Public 
Policy), Staff Selection Commission, and State Public Service Commission Exams — expect direct 
questions on health observance themes, NITI Aayog health initiatives, and e-RaktKosh digital 
platforms. 
 
News in One Liner: The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare observed National Voluntary Blood 
Donation Day 2026 under the theme "One Drop of Humanity. Give Blood. Save Lives." 
 
Detailed News 
● The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare observed National Voluntary Blood Donation Day 
across India on October 1, 2026. 
● The 2026 observance was anchored by the official campaign theme: “One Drop of Humanity. 
Give Blood. Save Lives.” 
● Dr. M. Srinivas, Member (Health), NITI Aayog, presided over the main event, urging coordinated 
multi-sectoral drives to achieve 100% voluntary, unremunerated blood donation. 
● State Blood Transfusion Councils (SBTCs), blood centers, civil society organizations, and NGOs 
were felicitated for outstanding contributions toward voluntary donor mobilizations. 
● The event highlighted digital donor pledge tracking using platforms like MyGov and 
component-separation facilities under e-RaktKosh to eliminate blood wastage. 
 
Connect the Dots: Expanding voluntary blood donation networks aligns with Sustainable 
Development Goal 3.8 (Universal Health Coverage) and National Blood Policy mandates for 
equitable access to safe blood products. 
 
Static Points Related to News 
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● National Voluntary Blood Donation Day: Observed annually in India on October 1 since 1975 to 
raise awareness about safe blood donation and recognize voluntary donors. 
● e-RaktKosh Portal: Centralized web-based blood bank management information system 
connecting blood banks nationwide for real-time stock availability and donor management. 
● National Blood Transfusion Council (NBTC): Apex policy-formulating body established under the 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare to oversee safe blood transfusion services. 
 
Points to Remember 
● October 1 is observed as National Voluntary Blood Donation Day in India. 
● Theme: “One Drop of Humanity. Give Blood. Save Lives.” 
● Dr. M. Srinivas, Member (Health), NITI Aayog, led the national observance event. 
 
News Title: Ministry of Panchayati Raj Launches People’s Plan Campaign 2026–27 ‘Sabki 
Yojana, Sabka Vikas’ 
 
Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Civil Services Examination (GS Paper II - Local Self 
Government & Decentralization), Reserve Bank of India Grade B, and State Public Service 
Commission Exams — expect direct questions on Gram Panchayat Development Plans (GPDP), 
Article 243G, and decentralized participatory planning frameworks. 
 
News in One Liner: The Ministry of Panchayati Raj launched the People’s Plan Campaign 
2026–27 titled "Sabki Yojana, Sabka Vikas" to drive decentralized, participatory planning across 
Gram Panchayats. 
 
Detailed News 
● The Ministry of Panchayati Raj formally rolled out the nationwide People’s Plan Campaign (PPC) 
2026–27 under the banner "Sabki Yojana, Sabka Vikas" starting October 2, 2026. 
● The campaign mandates Special Gram Sabhas across all Gram Panchayats to formulate 
localized Gram Panchayat Development Plans (GPDP) for FY 2027–28. 
● Planning frameworks prioritize localized Sustainable Development Goals (LSDGs) across 9 core 
themes, including poverty-free, child-friendly, water-sufficient, and clean/green villages. 
● The initiative leverages digital portals like e-GramSwaraj to ensure spatial mapping, financial 
transparency, and real-time monitoring of rural infrastructure projects. 
 
Connect the Dots: Participatory rural planning under PPC strengthens fiscal devolution mandated 
by the 15th Finance Commission and operationalizes Article 243G mandates for economic 
development and social justice. 
 
Static Points Related to News 
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● Article 243G: Constitutional provision granting powers, authority, and responsibilities to 
Panchayats to prepare plans for economic development and social justice. 
● 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992: Institutionalized Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) as 
the third tier of local self-government in India. 
● e-GramSwaraj Portal: Digital accounting and tracking tool developed by the Ministry of 
Panchayati Raj to simplify work-based accounting for Panchayats. 
 
Points to Remember 
● October 2 marks the official launch date of the People’s Plan Campaign 2026–27. 
● "Sabki Yojana, Sabka Vikas" serves as the flagship slogan for GPDP formulation. 
● Focuses on integrating 9 localized Sustainable Development Goals (LSDGs). 
 
News Title: Shri Narendra Bhooshan Assumes Charge as Secretary of Union Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change 
 
Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Civil Services Examination, Banking Mains General Awareness, 
and State Public Service Commission Exams — expect direct questions on senior executive 
appointments, institutional leadership transitions, and central environmental administrative bodies. 
 
News in One Liner: IAS officer Shri Narendra Bhooshan officially assumed charge as the 
Secretary of the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 
 
Detailed News 
● Senior bureaucrat Shri Narendra Bhooshan officially took over executive charge as the Secretary 
of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC). 
● An Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer, Shri Bhooshan holds an educational background in 
Electronics engineering along with a Master's degree in International Development Policy from 
Duke University, USA. 
● His professional expertise spans public finance, infrastructure administration, and climate-change 
preparedness policy frameworks. 
● His leadership comes at a pivotal juncture as MoEFCC coordinates national environmental 
clearances, biodiversity conservation drives, and international climate commitments. 
 
Connect the Dots: Leadership at MoEFCC directly oversees national commitments under the 
Paris Agreement (NDCs) and regulatory frameworks like the Environment Protection Act, 1986. 
 
Static Points Related to News 
● Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC): Nodal agency of the Central 
Government for planning, promoting, and coordinating environmental and forestry programs. 
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● Environment Protection Act, 1986: Framework legislation enacted under Article 253 to protect 
and improve the environment and prevent hazards to humans, plants, and property. 
● National Green Tribunal (NGT): Statutory body established under the NGT Act, 2010, for effective 
and expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental protection. 
 
Points to Remember 
● Shri Narendra Bhooshan appointed as Secretary of MoEFCC. 
● Specialized expertise includes International Development Policy and climate preparedness. 
● The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change serves as his administrative domain. 
 
News Title: ICAR and Food Corporation of India Sign Memorandum of Understanding for 
Safe and Sustainable Foodgrain Storage 
 
Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Civil Services Examination (GS Paper III - Agriculture & Food 
Security), Reserve Bank of India Grade B, and Banking Mains — expect direct questions on 
non-chemical pest management, eco-friendly storage techniques, and public distribution 
infrastructure. 
 
News in One Liner: ICAR and the Food Corporation of India (FCI) signed an MoU to deploy 
advanced carbon dioxide and phosphine gas fumigation technologies for pest management in 
stored foodgrains. 
 
Detailed News 
● The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) and the Food Corporation of India (FCI) 
signed a strategic Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) focused on safe, eco-friendly, and 
sustainable foodgrain storage solutions. 
● The partnership introduces combined carbon dioxide ($CO_2$) and phosphine gas fumigation 
protocols to control storage pests in bagged wheat and rice stored across FCI and CWC (Central 
Warehousing Corporation) warehouses. 
● It also establishes carbon dioxide fumigation techniques within hermetically sealed covers to 
minimize post-harvest quantitative and qualitative grain losses. 
● The initiative aims to reduce chemical pesticide dependency, extend grain shelf-life, and maintain 
strict quality standards within the Buffer Stocking Norms framework. 
 
Connect the Dots: Minimizing storage losses directly bolsters national food security obligations 
under the National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013, and optimizes public distribution expenditure. 
 
Static Points Related to News 
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● Food Corporation of India (FCI): Statutory body set up under the Food Corporations Act, 1964, 
responsible for procurement, storage, and distribution of foodgrains. 
● Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR): Autonomous organization under the Department 
of Agricultural Research and Education (DARE), Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, 
established in 1929. 
● Central Warehousing Corporation (CWC): Statutory public sector warehouse operator 
established under the Warehousing Corporations Act, 1962. 
 
Points to Remember 
● MoU signed between ICAR and FCI for sustainable foodgrain storage protocols. 
● Deploys combined Carbon Dioxide ($CO_2$) and Phosphine gas fumigation methods. 
● Focuses on pest management in wheat and rice stored in FCI and CWC warehouses. 
 
News Title: Raksha Mantri Launches Key Digital and Financial Management Initiatives at 
Defence Accounts Department’s 279th Annual Day 
 
Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Civil Services Examination (GS Paper III - Defense Financial 
Management), Defense Exams (CDS, NDA), Reserve Bank of India Grade B, and Banking Mains 
— expect direct questions on PRISM platform, RBI eKUBER integration, and Treasury Single 
Account (TSA) implementation. 
 
News in One Liner: Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launched major digital financial 
reforms, including the PRISM system integrated with RBI eKUBER, during the 279th Annual Day 
celebration of the Defence Accounts Department. 
 
Detailed News 
● Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh launched major digital and financial management initiatives at 
the 279th Annual Day Celebration of the Defence Accounts Department (DAD) in New Delhi. 
● Emphasizing the core philosophy of "Maximum digitization, maximum automation, maximum 
transparency", the Minister launched initiatives aimed at paperless bill processing and real-time 
budget tracking. 
● Operationalized the Treasury Single Account (TSA) system in the Ministry of Defence through the 
PRISM (Payment Routing and Integrated System Management) platform. 
● PRISM is fully integrated with the Reserve Bank of India's eKUBER platform to enhance grant 
management, ensure immediate fund visibility, and optimize cash management for autonomous 
defense bodies. 
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Connect the Dots: Digitizing defense expenditures complements the SPARSH (System for 
Pension Administration - Raksha) portal, streamlining the defense budget allocation ($13\%+$ of 
total Union Budget) and ensuring audit efficiency. 
 
Static Points Related to News 
● Defence Accounts Department (DAD): One of the oldest departments of the Government of India, 
headed by the Controller General of Defence Accounts (CGDA) under the Ministry of Defence. 
● RBI eKUBER: The Core Banking Solution (CBS) of the Reserve Bank of India that enables 
central government payment routing and treasury consolidation. 
● Treasury Single Account (TSA): Financial management mechanism to consolidate government 
cash balances, minimize borrowing costs, and eliminate idle funds in bank accounts. 
 
Points to Remember 
● 279th Annual Day of the Defence Accounts Department commemorated in New Delhi. 
● PRISM platform launched to operationalize the Treasury Single Account (TSA) system. 
● Direct integration established with RBI’s eKUBER system for real-time payment processing. 
 
News Title: Tripartite Agreement Signed Under Amended BharatNet Program to Expand 
Digital Infrastructure in Maharashtra 
 
Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Civil Services Examination (GS Paper III - Digital Infrastructure 
& Telecommunications), Reserve Bank of India Grade B, and State Public Service Commission 
Exams — expect questions on Digital Bharat Nidhi (DBN), Universal Service Obligation Fund 
(USOF) reforms, and last-mile fiber connectivity frameworks. 
 
News in One Liner: Digital Bharat Nidhi (DBN) signed a landmark agreement with BSNL, MahaIT, 
and MDIL to execute the Amended BharatNet Program in Maharashtra, connecting rural 
Panchayats with high-speed digital networks. 
 
Detailed News 
● A multi-agency agreement was formally executed between Digital Bharat Nidhi (DBN) under the 
Department of Telecommunications (DoT), Government of Maharashtra, BSNL, MahaIT, and 
Maharashtra Information Technology Corporation. 
● The agreement mandates the execution of the Amended BharatNet Program to provide last-mile 
optical fiber connectivity and ring-topology redundancy across Gram Panchayats in Maharashtra. 
● The project leverages funding via Digital Bharat Nidhi to bridge the digital divide in rural areas, 
aspirational districts, and remote island/border geographies. 
● Bharat Network Infrastructure Limited (BSNL) serves as the primary project execution agency, 
integrating state-level digital infrastructure provided by MahaIT to streamline broadband delivery. 
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Connect the Dots: This digital infrastructure expansion complements the Telecommunications Act 
2023 provisions by converting the USOF into Digital Bharat Nidhi to support rural 4G/5G saturation 
and e-governance delivery. 
 
Static Points Related to News 
● Digital Bharat Nidhi (DBN): Replaced the former Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF) 
under the Telecommunications Act, 2023, to fund telecom services in underserved rural and remote 
areas. 
● BharatNet Project: World’s largest rural broadband connectivity project, implemented in phases to 
connect over 2.5 lakh Gram Panchayats with high-speed optical fiber infrastructure. 
● Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL): Public Sector Undertaking under the Department of 
Telecommunications, Ministry of Communications, established in October 2000. 
 
Points to Remember 
● Agreement signed between DBN, DoT, Government of Maharashtra, BSNL, and MahaIT. 
● Amended BharatNet Program serves as the primary implementation vehicle. 
● Focuses on broadband saturation across Gram Panchayats and aspirational regions. 
 
News Title: President of India Extends Greetings on the Eve of 157th Gandhi Jayanti 
Emphasizing Sarvodaya Principles 
 
Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Civil Services Examination (GS Paper IV - Ethics & Human 
Values / GS Paper I - Freedom Struggle), Staff Selection Commission, and State Public Service 
Commission Exams — expect questions on Sarvodaya ideology, non-violence principles, and 
national commemorative anniversaries. 
 
News in One Liner: President Droupadi Murmu greeted the nation on the eve of Mahatma 
Gandhi's 157th birth anniversary, calling for international peace, non-violence, and inclusive 
development (Sarvodaya). 
 
Detailed News 
● President Smt. Droupadi Murmu issued an official address on the eve of Gandhi Jayanti, 
honoring Mahatma Gandhi on his 157th birth anniversary celebrated on October 2. 
● The President highlighted that Amidst global conflicts, Gandhian ideals of peace, Ahinsa 
(non-violence), and truth remain acutely relevant to national and global diplomacy. 
● Reaffirmed the national vision of Viksit Bharat @2047 grounded in the spirit of Sarvodaya 
(welfare and upliftment of all) to ensure inclusive growth across all sections of society. 
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● Encouraged citizens to adopt ethical conduct, active civic participation, and sustainable living 
practices inspired by Gandhian philosophy. 
 
Connect the Dots: The principle of Sarvodaya directly informs modern social welfare programs, 
economic decentralization policies, and sustainable development framework goals (SDG 10: 
Reduced Inequalities). 
 
Static Points Related to News 
● Gandhi Jayanti: Celebrated annually on October 2 to honor Mahatma Gandhi; observed globally 
as the International Day of Non-Violence (designated by the UN General Assembly in 2007). 
● Sarvodaya Movement: Concept formulated by Mahatma Gandhi (inspired by John Ruskin's Unto 
This Last) advocating the progress and moral upliftment of all individuals. 
● UN International Day of Non-Violence: Resolution 61/271 adopted in June 2007 by the United 
Nations General Assembly establishing October 2 as a global observance day. 
 
Points to Remember 
● The 157th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi was commemorated on October 2. 
● Sarvodaya is highlighted as the core philosophical foundation for Viksit Bharat @2047. 
● October 2 is recognized internationally as the UN Day of Non-Violence. 

Subscribe to our YouTube channel 
Join our Telegram Group 

 
 

 

Industry News 
News Title: PNGRB and Oil Ministry Launch National PNG Drive 3.0 Targeting Fifty Lakh New 
Connections 
 
Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Civil Services Examination (GS Paper III - Infrastructure & 
Energy), Reserve Bank of India Grade B, and Banking Mains — expect direct questions on City 
Gas Distribution (CGD) networks, PNGRB targets, and the MyPNG digital portal. 
 
News in One Liner: PNGRB and the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas launched "National PNG 
Drive 3.0" targeting 50 lakh new domestic PNG connections and introduced the MyPNG consumer 
portal. 
 
Detailed News 
● The Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB) in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Petroleum and Natural Gas launched the "National PNG Drive 3.0". 

Page 14                  © 2025-2026 Mocktoofficer.in. All rights reserved  

                                                                                                                       

https://www.youtube.com/@mock_to_officer
https://t.me/mocktoofficer
https://www.youtube.com/@mock_to_officer
https://t.me/Mocktoofficer_group


​  

● The nationwide campaign targets the addition of 50 lakh (5 million) new domestic Piped Natural 
Gas (PNG) connections and the conversion/activation of 40 lakh closed connections. 
● Launched the MyPNG Portal, a unified digital platform designed to streamline PNG consumer 
services, track installation requests, and enhance operational transparency across City Gas 
Distribution (CGD) entities. 
● The drive shifts strategic focus toward maximizing gas pipeline network utilization, accelerating 
household transition from LPG to PNG, and raising natural gas share in India's primary energy mix 
toward 15%. 
 
Connect the Dots: Expanding domestic PNG connectivity reduces international LPG import bills, 
aligns with India's COP climate commitments, and optimizes urban gas distribution infrastructure 
under the CGD bidding rounds. 
 
Static Points Related to News 
● Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB): Statutory body constituted under the 
PNGRB Act, 2006, to regulate downstream petroleum and natural gas activities. 
● Primary Energy Mix Target: India's national goal to increase the share of natural gas in its primary 
energy mix from ~6.7% to 15% by 2030. 
● City Gas Distribution (CGD) Network: Infrastructure setup for transportation and distribution of 
natural gas to domestic, commercial, and transport sectors across Geographical Areas (GAs). 
 
Points to Remember 
● 50 lakh new domestic PNG connections targeted under National PNG Drive 3.0. 
● MyPNG Portal introduced as a unified digital consumer platform. 
● PNGRB serves as the regulatory authority executing the initiative. 

Subscribe to our YouTube channel 
Join our Telegram Group 

 
 

 

Financial News 
News Title: Reserve Bank of India Simplifies Norms for Major Shareholding Acquisition in 
Banks by Mutual Funds and Pension Funds 
 
Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Reserve Bank of India Grade B, Securities and Exchange 
Board of India Grade A, Civil Services Examination (GS Paper III - Banking & Financial Sector 
Reforms), and Banking Mains — expect direct questions on Section 12B of the Banking Regulation 
Act, simplified threshold limits, and major shareholding approval frameworks. 
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News in One Liner: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) issued amendment directions establishing a 
simplified approval process for subsequent major shareholding acquisitions up to 10% in 
commercial banks by mutual funds, insurance companies, and pension funds. 
 
Detailed News 
● The Reserve Bank of India issued Amendment Directions revising the "Simplified approval 
process for subsequent acquisitions of major shareholding in a banking company by mutual funds, 
insurance companies and pension funds". 
● Under the revised regulations, institutional investors like mutual funds, insurance providers, and 
pension funds that already hold prior RBI approval for major shareholding can acquire additional 
stakes through an expedited, streamlined pathway up to prescribed statutory caps. 
● The amendment seeks to reduce regulatory compliance delays, improve capital mobilization into 
domestic commercial banks, and facilitate long-term institutional equity flow without diluting 
governance standards. 
● The framework continues to require strict compliance with "Fit and Proper" criteria assessed 
under Section 12B of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949. 
 
Connect the Dots: This regulatory easing supports domestic institutional expansion in private and 
public sector banking stocks, helping banks maintain Tier-1 capital adequacy under Basel III 
standards while preventing undue ownership concentration. 
 
Static Points Related to News 
● Reserve Bank of India (RBI): Statutory central bank established on April 1, 1935, under the 
Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934, headquartered in Mumbai. 
● Major Shareholding Threshold: Defined as an aggregate holding of 5% or more of the paid-up 
share capital or total voting rights in a private sector or commercial bank. 
● Section 12B of Banking Regulation Act, 1949: Empowers the RBI to grant approval prior to any 
person or entity acquiring shares/voting rights that take total holding to 5% or more in a bank. 
 
Points to Remember 
● Issued under the Banking Regulation Act, 1949. 
● Target beneficiaries: Mutual funds, insurance companies, and pension funds. 
● Simplifies approval processes for subsequent equity acquisitions up to statutory caps. 
 
News Title: India's Foreign Exchange Reserves Drop by Record Eighteen Point Three Billion 
Dollars in a Single Week 
 
Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Reserve Bank of India Grade B, Civil Services Examination (GS 
Paper III - Indian Economy), Banking Mains, and State Public Service Commission Exams — 
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expect direct questions on foreign currency asset components, forex reserve record movements, 
and currency intervention metrics. 
 
News in One Liner: India's foreign exchange reserves fell by a record $18.34 billion in a single 
week to $747.56 billion as the Reserve Bank of India intervened in foreign exchange markets to 
defend the rupee. 
 
Detailed News 
● India's forex reserves recorded their sharpest single-week contraction in history, dropping by 
$18.343 billion to $747.557 billion for the week ending September 25, 2026. 
● The total reserves hit an all-time peak of $785.7 billion in early September before experiencing a 
cumulative three-week decline of over $38 billion. 
● Foreign Currency Assets (FCAs), the largest component, contracted by $15.57 billion to $615.41 
billion during the week. 
● Gold reserves declined by $2.59 billion to $108.70 billion, while Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) 
and the Reserve Tranche Position (RTP) with the International Monetary Fund stood at $18.64 
billion and $4.80 billion, respectively. 
● The drop reflects active RBI intervention via spot market dollar sales to limit rupee volatility driven 
by elevated global crude oil prices and rising U.S. Treasury yields. 
 
Connect the Dots: Massive reserve interventions aim to curb sharp rupee depreciation against the 
U.S. dollar, insulating domestic import bills and preventing imported inflation under the RBI's 
flexible inflation targeting framework. 
 
Static Points Related to News 
● Foreign Currency Assets (FCAs): Valued in U.S. dollars, these include holdings in non-USD 
currencies (Euro, Pound, Yen) whose value fluctuates due to exchange rate movements. 
● Four Components of India's Forex Reserves: Foreign Currency Assets (FCAs), Gold Reserves, 
Special Drawing Rights (SDRs), and Reserve Tranche Position (RTP) with the IMF. 
● Reserve Adequacy: According to RBI guidelines, current reserve levels maintain an import cover 
exceeding 10 months of external trade obligations. 
 
Points to Remember 
● Total Forex Reserves fell to $747.557 billion after a $18.34 billion weekly drop. 
● Foreign Currency Assets dropped to $615.41 billion; Gold reserves fell to $108.70 billion. 
● Represents the largest single-week contraction on record. 
 
News Title: Bank of Baroda Enters Pension Fund Sector as PFRDA Targets Four Crore New 
NPS Subscribers 
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Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) 
Grade A, Reserve Bank of India Grade B, Banking Mains, and Civil Services Examination — 
expect questions on NPS expansion targets, PFRDA digital initiatives (NPS Tatkal, StAR NPS), and 
pension fund manager registrations. 
 
News in One Liner: Bank of Baroda received its registration certificate as a pension fund sponsor 
from PFRDA during NPS Diwas 2026, as the regulator targets adding 2 to 4 crore new National 
Pension System subscribers over the next three years. 
 
Detailed News 
● Bank of Baroda became the second public sector bank to enter the pension fund management 
space after receiving its official certificate from PFRDA Chairperson S. Ramann during the NPS 
Diwas 2026 celebrations. 
● PFRDA set an ambitious near-term target to register 2 to 4 crore additional subscribers across 
non-government sectors over the next 2–3 years, building toward the long-term goal of universal 
pension coverage by 2047. 
● As of late September 2026, NPS total subscriber strength reached 2.33 crore with total Assets 
Under Management (AUM) touching ₹17.49 lakh crore. 
● To widen rural and digital reach, PFRDA is expanding paperless onboarding channels including 
NPS Tatkal and StAR NPS, while integrating digital platforms like Bank of Baroda's BHIM 
application for instant account opening. 
 
Connect the Dots: Expanding pension fund options and digitizing NPS onboarding deepens 
domestic long-term capital formation, channeling retirement savings directly into Indian debt and 
capital markets. 
 
Static Points Related to News 
● Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA): Statutory regulator established 
under the PFRDA Act, 2013, headquartered in New Delhi. 
● National Pension System (NPS): Voluntary, defined-contribution retirement savings scheme 
launched in 2004 for government employees and extended to all citizens in 2009. 
● NPS Diwas: Observed annually on October 1 to promote retirement planning and pension literacy 
across India. 
 
Points to Remember 
● Bank of Baroda entered the pension fund manager ecosystem. 
● Target: 2 to 4 crore new NPS subscribers in 2–3 years. 
● NPS Metrics: 2.33 crore subscribers and ₹17.49 lakh crore AUM. 
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Subscribe to our YouTube channel 
Join our Telegram Group 

 
 

 

National & State News 
News Title: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Launches Expanded Free Bus Travel Scheme 'Vettri 
Payanam' for Women 
 
Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for State Public Service Commission Exams (TNPSC), Reserve 
Bank of India Grade B, and Civil Services Examination (GS Paper II - Social Justice & State 
Welfare Policy) — expect direct questions on state welfare schemes, social mobility initiatives, and 
public transport subsidies. 
 
News in One Liner: Tamil Nadu CM C. Joseph Vijay launched the expanded free bus travel 
scheme titled "Vettri Payanam" at Koyambedu bus terminus, providing zero-fare travel for over 84 
lakh women daily. 
 
Detailed News 
● Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay launched the expanded no-fare bus travel scheme, 
titled "Vettri Payanam" (Victorious Journey), on October 2, 2026, at the Koyambedu bus terminus in 
Chennai. 
● The initiative expands upon the earlier Magalir Vidiyal Payanam scheme, scaling up zero-fare 
transit to include express, deluxe, and select long-distance state transport buses. 
● Beneficiaries receive zero-fare physical tickets issued directly by bus conductors, with no income 
ceiling restrictions and no daily trip limits. 
● The expanded welfare scheme is projected to benefit an estimated 84.32 lakh women and 
transgender commuters across the state every day. 
 
Connect the Dots: State-subsidized urban transport enhances female labor force participation 
rates (FLFPR), reduces household expenditure for informal sector workers, and aligns with 
Sustainable Development Goal 5 (Gender Equality). 
 
Static Points Related to News 
● Tamil Nadu State Transport Corporation (TNSTC): Apex public sector undertaking overseeing 
government bus operations across state divisions. 
● Gender Budgeting: Fiscal mechanism allocating specific budget outlays aimed at bridging gender 
disparities through targeted public service subsidies. 
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● Sustainable Development Goal 11: Mandates safe, affordable, accessible, and sustainable 
transport systems for all, with special attention to women and vulnerable populations. 
 
Points to Remember 
● "Vettri Payanam" launched as the expanded free bus travel scheme for women in Tamil Nadu. 
● Covers over 84 lakh female and transgender beneficiaries daily. 
● Eliminates income caps and daily limit barriers on zero-fare travel passes. 
 
News Title: Central Government Formally Identifies Twenty-Eight Strategic Sites in Ladakh 
on Official Survey of India Map 
 
Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Civil Services Examination (GS Paper III - Internal Security & 
Border Infrastructure / GS Paper I - Geography), Defense Exams (CDS, NDA), and State PSCs — 
expect direct questions on LAC friction points, Survey of India cartographic standards, and border 
geography. 
 
News in One Liner: The Government of India formally standardizes and marks 28 strategic border 
locations and geographical features in Ladakh on the official Survey of India map. 
 
Detailed News 
● The Union Government, in consultation with the Union Territory Administration of Ladakh, 
formally standardized and mapped 28 strategic locations and geographical features on the official 
Survey of India (SoI) map. 
● The mapped locations include critical Line of Actual Control (LAC) border friction points such as 
Gogra and Hot Spring, alongside high-altitude passes, glaciers, and strategic peaks. 
● Features added include Kanishka Peak, Zorawar Peak, Parpik Glacier, Skamri Glacier, 
Chapchingal Pass, and Shamal Lungpa. 
● The initiative aims to streamline official cartographic records, eliminate dual-naming ambiguity, 
facilitate precise tactical identification, and enhance public awareness regarding border 
geographies. 
 
Connect the Dots: Standardizing cartographic naming along sensitive border regions strengthens 
sovereign territorial records, supporting ongoing border management initiatives managed by the 
Border Roads Organisation (BRO). 
 
Static Points Related to News 
● Survey of India (SoI): National Survey and Mapping Organization under the Department of 
Science and Technology (DST), established in 1767. 
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● Line of Actual Control (LAC): Demarcation line separating Indian-controlled territory from 
Chinese-controlled territory across Eastern Ladakh, Sikkim, and Arunachal Pradesh. 
● Union Territory of Ladakh: Formed on October 31, 2019, following the reorganization of Jammu 
and Kashmir under the J&K Reorganisation Act, 2019. 
 
Points to Remember 
● 28 strategic sites formally mapped in the UT of Ladakh. 
● Includes Gogra, Hot Spring, Zorawar Peak, and Parpik Glacier. 
● Cartographic mapping executed under the Survey of India (SoI). 
 
News Title: Union Home Minister Chairs High-Level Meeting to Resolve Long-Pending 
Mahanadi Water Dispute 
 
Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Civil Services Examination (GS Paper II - Inter-State Water 
Disputes & Federal Structure) and State PSCs (OPSC, CGPSC) — expect direct questions on 
Article 262, Inter-State River Water Disputes Act 1956, and Central Water Commission roles. 
 
News in One Liner: Union Home Minister Amit Shah chaired a joint meeting with the Chief 
Ministers of Chhattisgarh and Odisha to resolve the long-standing Mahanadi water sharing dispute 
through a Central Water Commission framework. 
 
Detailed News 
● Union Home Minister Amit Shah chaired a high-level inter-state resolution meeting in New Delhi 
with Odisha Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi and Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai. 
● The meeting aimed at building political and technical consensus over the sharing and seasonal 
regulation of the Mahanadi River waters. 
● Both Chief Ministers expressed formal willingness to accept a technical decision and 
water-sharing assessment formulated by the Central Water Commission (CWC). 
● The bilateral consensus provides a pathway to resolve prolonged litigation before the Mahanadi 
Water Disputes Tribunal, which was originally constituted in March 2018. 
 
Connect the Dots: Alternative consensus-based resolutions mediated by the Union Government 
reduce statutory delays in river tribunals, accelerating irrigation and hydropower project execution 
across both river basin states. 
 
Static Points Related to News 
● Article 262: Constitutional provision empowering Parliament to enact laws for the adjudication of 
disputes relating to waters of inter-State rivers or river valleys. 
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● Inter-State River Water Disputes (ISRWD) Act, 1956: Enacted by Parliament under Article 262 to 
set up ad-hoc tribunals for inter-state river water adjudication. 
● Mahanadi River: Major east-flowing river originating from the Sihawa highlands in Chhattisgarh, 
flowing through Odisha to empty into the Bay of Bengal; site of the Hirakud Dam. 
 
Points to Remember 
● Chaired by Union Home Minister Amit Shah. 
● Involves the river water sharing dispute between Chhattisgarh and Odisha. 
● Both states agreed to abide by Central Water Commission (CWC) technical recommendations. 
 
News Title: National Biodiversity Authority Commemorates Twenty-Third Foundation Day 
Highlighting Access and Benefit Sharing Outcomes 
 
Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Civil Services Examination (GS Paper III - Biodiversity & 
Environment), Reserve Bank of India Grade B, and State PSCs — expect direct questions on the 
Biological Diversity Act 2002, Nagoya Protocol, and ABS disbursements. 
 
News in One Liner: The National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) celebrated its 23rd Foundation Day 
on October 1, 2026, highlighting the release of over ₹278 crore under the Access and Benefit 
Sharing (ABS) framework. 
 
Detailed News 
● The National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) observed its 23rd Foundation Day on October 1, 2026, 
showcasing national progress in operationalizing Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS). 
● Cumulative ABS releases by the NBA exceeded ₹278 crore, with over ₹200 crore directly 
disbursed to local communities, farmers, research institutions, and State Biodiversity Boards. 
● Between September 2025 and August 2026, the authority received ₹12.93 crore in fresh ABS 
funds and distributed ₹132.01 crore across states, union territories, and benefit claimants. 
● Benefits cover diverse biological resources including medicinal plants, crop genetics (rice, 
mustard, cotton), livestock, and Red Sanders conservation programs in Andhra Pradesh. 
 
Connect the Dots: Effective ABS implementation operationalizes India's international 
commitments under the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and the Nagoya Protocol, 
translating genetic resource commercialization into rural community incentives. 
 
Static Points Related to News 
● National Biodiversity Authority (NBA): Statutory autonomous body established in 2003 under the 
Biological Diversity Act, 2002, headquartered in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. 
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● Biological Diversity Act, 2002: Enacted to give effect to the UN Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD); operates through a 3-tier structure (NBA, SBBs, and BMCs). 
● Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS): Mechanism ensuring that benefits arising from the 
commercial or scientific utilization of genetic resources are shared fairly with indigenous 
conservation communities. 
 
Points to Remember 
● 23rd Foundation Day marked on October 1, 2026. 
● Over ₹278 crore released cumulatively through the ABS framework. 
● Headquartered in Chennai under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 
 
News Title: NCERT Introduces Personal Income Tax and New Tax Regime Slabs into Class 
Nine Curriculum 
 
Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Civil Services Examination (GS Paper II - Education Policy & 
Civic Literacy / GS Paper III - Indian Economy), Reserve Bank of India Grade B, and State PSCs 
— expect questions on financial literacy integration, NCERT curriculum reforms, and income tax 
structure basics. 
 
News in One Liner: In a school curriculum first, NCERT introduced personal income tax concepts 
exclusively featuring the New Tax Regime into the Class 9 textbook. 
 
Detailed News 
● The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) incorporated personal 
income tax concepts into the official Class 9 social science curriculum. 
● The updated chapter focuses exclusively on the New Tax Regime, providing detailed income slab 
tables and step-by-step methodologies to calculate individual tax liability. 
● The text frames tax compliance as a fundamental civic duty, emphasizing that paying taxes 
honestly supports public infrastructure development and nation-building. 
● The curriculum also introduces early financial literacy concepts, detailing investment avenues 
such as Fixed Deposits, Bonds, Stocks, and Mutual Funds. 
 
Connect the Dots: Early financial education aligns with National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 
mandates for experiential, life-skills-integrated learning and supports national goals of deepening 
financial inclusion. 
 
Static Points Related to News 
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● National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT): Autonomous organization set 
up in 1961 by the Government of India to assist Central and State Governments on academic 
matters in school education. 
● New Income Tax Regime: Default tax framework introduced under Section 115BAC of the Income 
Tax Act, 1961, offering lower tax slab rates in exchange for foreclosing most exemptions and 
deductions. 
● Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT): Statutory authority under the Central Board of Revenue 
Act, 1963, functioning under the Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance. 
 
Points to Remember 
● Personal income tax introduced for Class 9 students in NCERT textbooks. 
● Exclusively teaches the New Tax Regime calculation model. 
● Integrates financial literacy topics including fixed deposits, equity, and mutual funds. 
 

Subscribe to our YouTube channel 
Join our Telegram Group 

 
 

 

Science & Technology 
News Title: CSIR-CCMB Develops India-Specific Scoring Systems ISS1 and ISS2 to Predict 
Sickle Cell Anaemia Severity 
 
Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Civil Services Examination (GS Paper III - Science & Tech / 
Healthcare Innovations), Reserve Bank of India Grade B, and State PSCs — expect direct 
questions on Sickle Cell Anaemia genetics, National Sickle Cell Elimination Mission, and 
CSIR-CCMB research. 
 
News in One Liner: Scientists at CSIR-CCMB developed India-specific clinical scoring tools (ISS1 
and ISS2) to accurately predict disease severity in Indian patients with Sickle Cell Anaemia. 
 
Detailed News 
● Researchers at the CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB), Hyderabad, 
developed tailored disease severity scoring systems—ISS1 (India-specific Severity Score) and 
ISS2 (Simplified India-specific Score). 
● Built using clinical data from pediatric patients at Government Medical College and Hospital, 
Nagpur, the tools address limitations of international scoring systems (like the Paediatric Severity 
Score), which match Indian clinical profiles in only ~67% of cases. 
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● ISS1 and ISS2 incorporate uniquely prevalent clinical indicators in Indian populations, such as 
recurrent blood transfusions, severe hospitalizing anaemia, and frequent febrile illnesses, achieving 
83–85% clinical accuracy. 
● The simplified ISS2 model enables clinicians to stratify patient risk and calibrate hydroxyurea 
dosages without requiring extensive, high-cost laboratory diagnostics. 
 
Connect the Dots: Targeted risk-stratification tools support the National Sickle Cell Anaemia 
Elimination Mission 2047, enabling early intervention, reduced hospitalizations, and optimized 
clinical resource management in tribal and endemic districts. 
 
Static Points Related to News 
● Sickle Cell Anaemia (SCA): Inherited blood disorder caused by a single point mutation in the 
$\beta$-globin gene ($HBB$), causing red blood cells to assume a rigid sickle shape. 
● CSIR-Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB): Premier research organization in 
genetics and molecular biology under the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research, located in 
Hyderabad. 
● National Sickle Cell Elimination Mission: Flagship national mission launched in 2023 aiming to 
eliminate Sickle Cell Disease from India by the year 2047. 
 
Points to Remember 
● Developed by CSIR-CCMB, Hyderabad. 
● ISS1 and ISS2 created as India-specific disease severity prediction scores. 
● Outperforms conventional international scores by tailoring indicators to Indian patient profiles. 
 
News Title: ISRO Establishes Advanced Tracking and Space Situational Awareness Facility 
at Chandrapur Near Guwahati 
 
Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Civil Services Examination (GS Paper III - Space Technology & 
SSA), Staff Selection Commission, Defence Exams, and State PSCs (APSC) — expect direct 
questions on Project NETRA, ISTRAC network, and space debris tracking. 
 
News in One Liner: ISRO laid the foundation for a new Space Situational Awareness (SSA) radar 
facility at Chandrapur near Guwahati under Project NETRA. 
 
Detailed News 
● The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), via the ISRO Telemetry, Tracking and 
Command Network (ISTRAC), initiated construction of an advanced tracking facility at Chandrapur 
near Guwahati, Assam. 
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● The facility functions as a core component of Project NETRA (Network for Space Object 
Tracking and Analysis), designed to safeguard operational Indian satellites against space debris 
and orbital collisions. 
● Equipped with high-precision phased-array tracking radars, the ground station will map low Earth 
orbit (LEO) debris and catalogue orbital trajectories. 
● Beyond space asset protection, the facility provides dual-use atmospheric capabilities, including 
nowcasting for severe thunderstorms, lightning, urban flooding, and regional aviation 
meteorological support. 
 
Connect the Dots: Enhancing indigenous Space Situational Awareness reduces reliance on 
foreign data streams (e.g., US Space Command), ensuring orbital safety for upcoming Gaganyaan 
human spaceflight and Bharatiya Antariksh Station missions. 
 
Static Points Related to News 
● Project NETRA: Indigenous Space Situational Awareness (SSA) initiative launched by ISRO to 
detect, track, and catalogue orbital objects and space debris. 
● ISTRAC: ISRO Telemetry, Tracking and Command Network headquartered in Bengaluru, 
responsible for mission tracking support for satellites and deep space probes. 
● Debris-Free Space Missions (DFSM): ISRO's operational initiative targeting zero space debris 
footprint for all launches by 2030. 
 
Points to Remember 
● New space tracking radar facility established at Chandrapur, near Guwahati (Assam). 
● Operates as a crucial node under Project NETRA. 
● Managed by the ISRO Telemetry, Tracking and Command Network (ISTRAC). 
 
News Title: Jammu–Srinagar Vande Bharat Express Crosses Chenab and Anji Bridges at 
Historic One Hundred Kilometers Per Hour Speed 
 
Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Civil Services Examination (GS Paper III - Infrastructure & 
Railways Development), Railway Recruitment Boards (RRB), Staff Selection Commission (SSC), 
and State PSCs — expect questions on the USBRL project, engineering milestones of Chenab and 
Anji Khad bridges, and rail connectivity to the Kashmir Valley. 
 
News in One Liner: The Jammu–Srinagar Vande Bharat Express set an operational record by 
crossing the world’s highest rail bridge (Chenab) and India’s first cable-stayed rail bridge (Anji) at 
100 km/h following a speed limit hike on the Katra–Banihal section. 
 
Detailed News 
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● Northern Railway successfully conducted high-speed operations on the 111-km Shri Mata 
Vaishno Devi Katra–Banihal railway section, raising the maximum permissible speed from 75 km/h 
to 100 km/h. 
● Using Vande Bharat Express rake pairs (Train No. 26401/26404), the train crossed both the 
Chenab Bridge and the Anji Khad Bridge at a speed of 100 km/h. 
● The speed upgrade shortens travel time between the Jammu region and the Kashmir Valley, 
optimizing operations on the Udhampur–Srinagar–Baramulla Rail Link (USBRL) corridor. 
● Special cold-weather Vande Bharat trains deployed in the section are custom-engineered by 
Integral Coach Factory (ICF), Chennai, capable of operating in sub-zero conditions down to 
$-20^\circ\text{C}$. 
 
Connect the Dots: Modernizing speed parameters across complex terrain bridges operationalizes 
all-weather, high-speed strategic rail integration under the National Rail Plan, driving regional 
tourism, logistical integration, and border defense capabilities. 
 
Static Points Related to News 
● Chenab Rail Bridge: Steel arch bridge standing 359 meters above the Chenab riverbed (35 
meters taller than the Eiffel Tower) with a 120-year design life, engineered to withstand wind 
speeds up to 260 km/h. 
● Anji Khad Bridge: India’s first cable-stayed railway bridge supported by 96 cable strands 
anchored to an inverted 'Y' shaped central pylon. 
● USBRL Project: National railway project executed by Northern Railway and Konkan Railway to 
integrate the Kashmir Valley into the Indian National Railway Network. 
 
Points to Remember 
● Speed limit on the Katra–Banihal section was enhanced from 75 km/h to 100 km/h. 
● First time Vande Bharat traversed Chenab Arch Bridge and Anji Cable-Stayed Bridge at 100 
km/h. 
● Formally verified under Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw. 

Subscribe to our YouTube channel 
Join our Telegram Group 

 
 

 

Sports News 
News Title: India Secures Historic Greco-Roman Silver and Sailing Medals on Asian Games 
Day Twelve 
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Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Staff Selection Commission, Banking Mains General 
Awareness, Reserve Bank of India Grade B, and State PSCs — expect direct questions on Asian 
Games sports medalists, Greco-Roman wrestling history, and national sports achievements. 
 
News in One Liner: Nitesh Siwach secured a historic silver in Greco-Roman wrestling 
(97kg)—India's first in the category in 64 years—as India collected six medals on Day 12 of the 
Asian Games. 
 
Detailed News 
● Wrestler Nitesh Siwach clinched a landmark silver medal in the Men's Greco-Roman 97kg 
category, becoming the first Indian Greco-Roman wrestler to reach an Asian Games final in 64 
years. 
● India collected a total of 6 medals on Day 12, led by breakthroughs across wrestling, sailing, and 
technical events. 
● Grappler Sunil Kumar added a bronze in the Greco-Roman 87kg category, expanding India's 
overall medal returns beyond conventional freestyle disciplines. 
● The sailing contingent added key podium finishes, including a bronze in the women's dinghy 
class by Olympian Nethra Kumanan. 
 
Connect the Dots: Podiums in non-traditional disciplines like Greco-Roman wrestling and sailing 
validate target allocations under the Scheme of Assistance to National Sports Federations and the 
Target Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS). 
 
Static Points Related to News 
● Greco-Roman Wrestling: Olympic/Asiad wrestling discipline prohibiting holds below the waist or 
the active use of legs to execute attacks. 
● Target Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS): Flagship Sports Authority of India (SAI) scheme 
providing direct funding, elite coaching, and international exposure to top athletes. 
● Asian Games 2026: 20th edition of the multi-sport regional event hosted at Aichi-Nagoya, Japan. 
 
Points to Remember 
● Nitesh Siwach won silver in Greco-Roman 97kg wrestling (first in 64 years). 
● India gathered 6 total medals on Day 12 of the campaign. 
● Nethra Kumanan secured bronze in sailing. 
 
News Title: India Surges into Top Five with Six-Gold Medal Blitz in Boxing, Hockey, Archery, 
and Wrestling at Asian Games 
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Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Civil Services Examination (Sports/Current Affairs), Banking 
Mains, Staff Selection Commission, and Defense Exams (CDS, NDA) — expect direct questions on 
Asian Games gold medalists, hockey championships, and female boxing milestones. 
 
News in One Liner: India delivered a historic six-gold haul in a single day across boxing, archery, 
wrestling, and women's hockey to leap into the top 5 of the Asian Games medal tally. 
 
Detailed News 
● India recorded its single-best day at the Asian Games by winning six gold medals in 24 hours, 
bringing its cumulative count to 16 gold medals and driving the country into 5th place on the 
leaderboard. 
● Women's Hockey: The Indian women's hockey team won the Asian Games gold medal by 
defeating China 1–0 in a tense final. 
● Boxing Gold Sweep: Three boxers claimed gold medals—Lovlina Borgohain (Women's 75kg), 
Parveen Hooda (Women's 65kg), and Ankush Panghal (Men's 80kg). Lovlina became only the 
second Indian woman to win Asiad boxing gold after Mary Kom. 
● Wrestling: Sujeet Kalkal produced a dramatic comeback from a 2–9 deficit to defeat Tajikistan's 
Abdulmazhid Kudiev 10–9, winning the Men's 65kg freestyle gold. 
● Archery: The women's compound archery team (Jyothi Surekha Vennam, Chikitha Taniparthi, 
Prithika Pradeep) retained their team gold by beating China 238–234. 
 
Connect the Dots: A multi-sport surge across combat, team, and precision events highlights 
structural improvements in grassroots talent discovery via the Khelo India Youth & University 
Games. 
 
Static Points Related to News 
● Indian Amateur Boxing Federation / BFI: Governing body managing national boxing squads and 
Olympic/Asiad training pipelines. 
● Hockey India: National administrative body responsible for organizing and managing men's and 
women's national hockey teams. 
● Archery Association of India (AAI): National governing body for archery, managing international 
team selections for recurve and compound categories. 
 
Points to Remember 
● Six gold medals bagged in a single day, driving India into the top 5 overall. 
● The Women's Hockey team beat China 1–0 for gold. 
● Three boxing golds won by Lovlina Borgohain, Parveen Hooda, and Ankush Panghal. 
● Sujeet Kalkal won gold in 65kg freestyle wrestling; Compound Archery women won team gold. 

Subscribe to our YouTube channel 
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Defence Days 
News Title: BrahMos Supersonic Cruise Missile Exports Projected to Cross Six Hundred 
Million Dollars Driven by Southeast Asian Demand 
 
Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Civil Services Examination (GS Paper III - Defence Technology 
& Exports), Reserve Bank of India Grade B, Defence Exams (CDS, NDA), and Banking Mains — 
expect direct questions on defence export targets, joint ventures, and Southeast Asian buyer 
nations. 
 
News in One Liner: India's BrahMos supersonic cruise missile exports are set to cross $600 
million, backed by key contracts across Southeast Asian partners including the Philippines, 
Indonesia, and Vietnam. 
 
Detailed News 
● Defence Secretary-led reviews highlighted that cumulative BrahMos supersonic cruise missile 
export deals are projected to exceed $600 million. 
● The Philippines, which became the first foreign customer in January 2022 with a $330 million 
contract for Shore-Based Anti-Ship Missile Systems, has already received deliveries. 
● Potential and upcoming supply commitments to Indonesia ($200 million) and Vietnam ($100 
million) underscore growing demand for sea-denial and coastal defense capabilities in the 
Indo-Pacific. 
● The export surge contributed significantly to India's total defence exports reaching a record 
₹38,424 crore in FY 2025–26. 
 
Connect the Dots: Scaling defence exports directly operationalizes the Union Government's Make 
in India and Aatmanirbhar Bharat objectives while strengthening maritime security under India's 
SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region) vision. 
 
Static Points Related to News 
● BrahMos Aerospace: Joint venture established in 1998 between India's Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) and Russia's NPO Mashinostroyeniya. 
● BrahMos Missile Specs: Two-stage supersonic cruise missile capable of speeds up to Mach 2.8, 
operable from land, sea, sub-surface, and air platforms (Sukhoi-30MKI). 
● SAGAR Vision: India’s strategic framework for active maritime cooperation and capacity-building 
across Indo-Pacific littoral nations. 
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Points to Remember 
● BrahMos exports are projected to surpass $600 million. 
● The Philippines served as the launch foreign customer for the system. 
● Key export markets include the Philippines, Indonesia, and Vietnam. 
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