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PIB News

News Title: State Visit of President of the Swiss Confederation to India — Key Agreements
and Bilateral Outcomes

Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Civil Services General Studies, State Public Service
Commission, and Banking Mains General Awareness — expect questions on bilateral agreements,
international mobility frameworks, youth exchange quotas, and research partnerships.

News in One Liner: India and Switzerland signed key agreements on mobility, youth professional
exchange, transport technology, and research collaboration during the state visit of the Swiss
President.

Detailed News

e During the official state visit of the President of the Swiss Confederation to India, the two nations
signed key MoUs and agreements to enhance bilateral ties across multiple sectors.

e MoU on Migration and Mobility Partnership (MMP): Aimed at preventing human
trafficking/irregular migration while providing flexible multiple-entry visas (valid up to 5 years with
stays up to 6 months per visit) and 1-year renewable student permits.

e Agreement on the Exchange of Young Professionals (YPS): Permits an annual exchange
quota of 300 young professionals per country (expandable to 500) for temporary employment to
build professional and language skills.

e MoU on Transportation Technologies & Infrastructure: Signed between India's Ministry of
Road Transport & Highways and the Swiss Federal Department of Economic Affairs, Education and
Research (EAER) to collaborate on ropeways, electric vehicles, circular economy, and tunneling.

e Lol on Scientific Cooperation & Startup Support: Signed between the Department of Science
and Technology (DST) and the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF), accompanied by an
Implementation Arrangement for the Indo-Swiss Academia-Industry Training (AIT India)
program for early-stage startups.

Connect the Dots: Connects to India's foreign policy in Western Europe, international trade and
mobility agreements, global research partnerships, and infrastructure modernization goals.

Static Points Related to News

e Capital of Switzerland: Bern | Currency: Swiss Franc (CHF).

e Department of Science and Technology (DST) operates under the Ministry of Science and
Technology, Government of India.

e Switzerland is a key trade and innovation partner for India in Western Europe and a member of
the European Free Trade Association (EFTA).
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Points to Remember

e Annual exchange quota under the India-Switzerland Young Professionals Scheme: 300 persons
per country (expandable to 500).

e Maximum single-visit stay allowed under the 5-year MMP visa: 6 months.

e Primary nodal Indian ministry for transport infrastructure MoU: Ministry of Road Transport &
Highways.

News Title: President Appoints Three High Court Chief Justices to Supreme Court of India

Exam Radar: Highly relevant for UPSC Civil Services, State Judicial Services, State PSCs, and
Banking/SSC exams — expect direct constitutional and factual questions on judicial appointments,
Collegium system, and Supreme Court jurisdiction.

News in One Liner: President Droupadi Murmu appointed three High Court Chief Justices as
Judges of the Supreme Court of India under constitutional provisions.

Detailed News
e In exercise of powers conferred by the Constitution of India, the President of India appointed
three Chief Justices of High Courts as Judges of the Supreme Court of India:

1. Smt. Justice Sunita Agarwal — Chief Justice, Gujarat High Court (Parent High Court:
Allahabad).
2. Shri Justice Devendra Kumar Upadhyaya — Chief Justice, Delhi High Court (Parent High
Court: Allahabad).
3. Shri Justice Aparesh Kumar Singh — Chief Justice, Telangana High Court (Parent High
Court: Jharkhand).
e The appointments follow recommendations submitted by the Supreme Court Collegium headed
by the Chief Justice of India.
e These appointments strengthen judicial capacity at the apex court to handle pending
constitutional and appellate matters.

Connect the Dots: This development connects directly to Indian Polity modules covering Article
124 of the Constitution, the Third Judges Case (1998) establishing the Collegium System, and
judicial reforms.

Static Points Related to News
e Supreme Court Judges are appointed by the President of India under Article 124(2) of the
Constitution.
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e The sanction strength of the Supreme Court of India is 34 Judges (including the Chief Justice of
India).

e Retirement age for a Supreme Court Judge is 65 years, while for a High Court Judge it is 62
years.
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Points to Remember

e Article of the Indian Constitution governing Supreme Court judge appointments: Article 124(2).

e Total sanctioned judge strength of the Supreme Court of India: 34.

e Parent High Court of Justice Sunita Agarwal and Justice Devendra Kumar Upadhyaya: Allahabad
High Court.

News Title: Indian-Born Cheetah Gives Birth to 5 Cubs at Kuno National Park; Population
Reaches 60

Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Environment & Ecology sections in UPSC Prelims, State PSCs,
and SSC exams — expect questions on Project Cheetah, National Parks of Madhya Pradesh,
biodiversity conservation, and species reintroduction milestones.

News in One Liner: An Indian-born cheetah gave birth to 5 healthy cubs at Kuno National Park,
taking India’s total cheetah population to 60.

Detailed News

e Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change Shri Bhupender Yadav announced
that an Indian-born cheetah successfully gave birth to 5 healthy cubs at Kuno National Park,
Madhya Pradesh.

e This successful litter marks a major milestone in establishing the next-generation wild cheetah
population on Indian soil under Project Cheetah.

e With the birth of these 5 cubs, the total cheetah population in India reached 60.

e The birth confirms successful acclimatization and wild reproduction among second-generation
cheetahs introduced into the Indian savanna landscape.

Connect the Dots: This milestone links directly to wildlife conservation, Project Cheetah (India's
intercontinental translocation project), biodiversity management, and habitat protection under the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

Static Points Related to News
e Kuno National Park is situated in the Sheopur and Morena districts of Madhya Pradesh.
e The Cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus) was officially declared extinct in India in 1952.

Page 6 © 2025-2026 Mocktoofficer.in. All rights reserved

u You'rube Telegram n



https://www.youtube.com/@mock_to_officer
https://t.me/Mocktoofficer_group

MOCK TO OFFICER.IN

e Project Cheetah is implemented by the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) in
collaboration with the Madhya Pradesh Forest Department.
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Points to Remember

e Total cheetah population in India following the birth of the 5 cubs: 60.

e Location of Project Cheetah's primary reintroduction site: Kuno National Park, Madhya Pradesh.
e Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change: Shri Bhupender Yadav.

News Title: Dibrugarh Flags Off First International Cargo Vessel from Bogibeel to
Bangladesh

Exam Radar: Relevant for Geography, Logistics, and Economy sections of Banking Mains, SSC
CGL, and State Public Service Commission exams — expect direct questions on inland waterways,
National Waterway 2, international trade routes, and North East infrastructure initiatives.

News in One Liner: Dibrugarh marked a historical milestone by sending its first
post-independence international cargo vessel from Bogibeel to Bangladesh via National Waterway
2.

Detailed News

e The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways flagged off the first international cargo shipment
from Dibrugarh (Bogibeel) in Assam to Bangladesh.

e This marks the first direct international cargo movement originating from Dibrugarh since
India's independence in 1947.

e The event was organized with joint coordination from the Inland Waterways Authority of India
(IWAI), Assam Petrochemicals Limited (APCL), and the Government of Assam.

e The waterborne route utilizes National Waterway 2 (Brahmaputra River) connected through the
Indo-Bangladesh Protocol (IBP) routes, significantly cutting transit time and freight logistics costs
for North-Eastern exports.

Connect the Dots: Connects to India's Act East Policy, PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan for
multimodal connectivity, inland water transport development, and trade facilitation with Bangladesh.

Static Points Related to News

e National Waterway 2 (NW-2) is declared on the Brahmaputra River stretching from Dhubri to
Sadiya in Assam (891 km).

e The Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) was constituted in 1986 and is headquartered
in Noida, Uttar Pradesh.
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e The Bogibeel Bridge over the Brahmaputra River in Assam is India's longest combined
rail-cum-road bridge.
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Points to Remember

e Starting point of the first post-independence international cargo shipment to Bangladesh:
Bogibeel, Dibrugarh (Assam).

e River / National Waterway used for the cargo transit: Brahmaputra River (National Waterway 2).
e Key statutory body facilitating inland waterway infrastructure in India: Inland Waterways Authority
of India (IWAI).

News Title: TRAI Releases "The Indian Telecom Services Yearly Performance Indicators"
Report for FY 2025-26

Exam Radar: Highly relevant for Banking Mains General Awareness, Staff Selection Commission
(SSC CGL), and Civil Services General Studies (Economics & Telecom Policy) — expect questions
on telecom key performance indicators, tele-density metrics, subscriber statistics, and revenue
trends.

News in One Liner: The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) / Ministry of
Communications released the "Indian Telecom Services Yearly Performance Indicators" for FY
2025-26, highlighting strong growth in wireless data revenues, broadband expansion, and rural
tele-density.

Detailed News

e Subscriber Base & Growth: Total telephone subscribers reached 1,330.58 million in FY
2025-26, registering an annual growth rate of 10.81%. Total wireless subscribers stood at 1,282.33
million.

e Data & Internet Expansion: Total internet subscribers rose to 1,092.79 million (a 12.76%
annual growth), translating to 76.59 internet subscribers per 100 population. Broadband
subscribers reached 440.87 million.

e Rural Connectivity: Rural telephone subscriptions grew by 3.20% to reach 551.79 million,
pushing Rural Tele-density up from 59.06% to 60.46%.

e Revenue Dynamics: Total wireless data revenue surged by 11.53% to ¥2,39,874 crore (up from
%2,15,078 crore in FY 2024-25).

e Data Affordability & Consumption: Average revenue realization per GB of wireless data
dropped by 10.59% to ¥8.02. Monthly average wireless data usage per subscriber stood at 25.51
GB, with an Average Revenue Per User (ARPU) for wireless data per month of ¥245.66.

e Telecom Financials: Gross Revenue (GR) of the sector stood at ¥4,04,067 crore (+8.59% YoY),
while Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) grew by 10.44% to ¥3,34,659 crore.
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Connect the Dots: Connects directly to Digital India mandates, 5G/6G infrastructure rollout,
National Digital Communications Policy (NDCP) targets, and economic financial indicators under
public infrastructure.

Static Points Related to News

e TRAI is a statutory body established under the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Act,
1997.

e Tele-density refers to the number of telephone connections per 100 individuals in a specified
geographic area.

e Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) is the licensed usage fee charged by the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT) from telecom operators.

Points to Remember

e Total telecom subscriber count at the end of FY 2025-26: 1,330.58 million.
e Average revenue realization per GB of wireless data: %8.02.

e Rural Tele-density achieved at the end of FY 2025-26: 60.46%.

News Title: National Household Travel Survey (July 2025 — June 2026) Report Released by
MoSPI

Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Banking Mains General Awareness, Staff Selection
Commission, and Civil Services General Studies (Economics & Infrastructure) — expect questions
on transport statistical indicators, urban vs. rural passenger mobility trends, and survey parameters.

News in One Liner: The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) released
key findings from the National Household Travel Survey (July 2025 — June 2026), detailing modal
choices and public transit usage across India.

Detailed News

e The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) published the report on the
National Household Travel Survey conducted between July 2025 and June 2026.

e The survey serves as a fundamental benchmark for measuring passenger mobility, commuter
distance, modal split, and transport access patterns in both rural and urban sectors across Indian
states.

e Key data highlights that buses accounted for 55.8% of passenger trips, affirming bus-based
transit as the primary mode of public transportation nationwide.

e Data collected under the survey will directly feed into transport planning, infrastructure allocation,
urban mobility policymaking, and carbon emission estimation frameworks.
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Connect the Dots: Connects to PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan, Sustainable Development
Goal 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities), and urban logistics/public transport policy
formulation.

Static Points Related to News

e The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) is the nodal central
agency for coverage and quality control of statistical standards in India.

e National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) under MoSPI conducts nationwide socio-economic and
household surveys.

e Primary nodal minister: Union Minister of State (IC) for Statistics and Programme
Implementation.

Points to Remember

e Primary public transport mode identified in the survey: Buses (accounting for 55.8% of trips).
e Ministry responsible for conducting the National Household Travel Survey: MoSPI.

e Survey reference period: July 2025 to June 2026.

News Title: MOHUA Celebrates World Habitat Day 2026 and Confers PMAY-U Awards

Exam Radar: Highly relevant for Banking Mains General Awareness, Staff Selection Commission,
and State Public Service Commission exams — expect direct questions on World Habitat Day
initiatives, PMAY-U award categories, and urban housing schemes.

News in One Liner: Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs (MoHUA) observed World Habitat Day
2026 with a focus on resilient urban housing and felicitated top-performing states and entities under
PMAY-U and PMAY-U 2.0.

Detailed News

e The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) celebrated World Habitat Day 2026
centered on advancing affordable, resilient, and inclusive housing across urban centers.

e The event featured the presentation of the PMAY-U Awards 2026, recognizing outstanding
contributions by States, Union Territories, Urban Local Bodies (ULBs), and partner institutions
under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana - Urban (PMAY-U and PMAY-U 2.0):

e Best Primary Lending Institution (PLI) Award (Highest Interest Subsidy Scheme loan
sanctions): HDFC Bank.
Best Town Planning Scheme (TPS) Procedure: Gujarat.
Best Shelter Fund Practice: Tamil Nadu.
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Mandatory Land Reservation for EWS/LIG in Private Colonies: Chhattisgarh.
Highest % Sanctioned against Target among Large States (PMAY-U 2.0): Bihar.
Public Agency with highest operational ARHCs (Affordable Rental Housing
Complexes): Tamil Nadu / SIPCOT (18,720 beds).

e Private Agency with highest operational ARHCs: SPR India Pvt. Ltd. (11,154 beds).
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Connect the Dots: Connects directly to Sustainable Development Goal 11.1 (Universal access to
safe and affordable housing), PMAY-U 2.0 urban housing mandates, and municipal financial
models.

Static Points Related to News

e World Habitat Day is designated by the United Nations and observed annually on the first
Monday of October.

e Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana - Urban (PMAY-U) is implemented by the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs (MoHUA).

e Affordable Rental Housing Complexes (ARHCs) is a sub-scheme under PMAY-U providing
dignified living spaces for urban migrants and poor workers.

Points to Remember

e Winner of Best Primary Lending Institution (PLI) under PMAY-U Awards: HDFC Bank.

e State recognized for Best Town Planning Scheme procedure: Gujarat.

e Large State awarded for highest percentage sanctions against targets under PMAY-U 2.0: Bihar.

News Title: India-UAE Joint Military Exercise MOUNTAIN GUARDIAN 2026 Commences in
Uttarakhand

Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Defense, SSC CGL, Banking Mains, and State PSC exams —
expect questions on bilateral military exercises, location venues, and participating international
forces.

News in One Liner: The India-UAE Joint Military Exercise 'MOUNTAIN GUARDIAN 2026'
commenced at Chaubatia, Uttarakhand, focusing on tactical interoperability and counter-terrorism
operations.

Detailed News

e The bilateral military exercise MOUNTAIN GUARDIAN 2026 between the Indian Army and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) Armed Forces commenced at the Foreign Training Node in
Chaubatia, Uttarakhand.
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e The joint exercise focuses on tactical drills, high-altitude maneuverability, counter-terrorism
operations, joint tactical planning, and casualty evacuation drills.

e The training objectives aim to build operational coordination in mountainous terrain and fortify
defense cooperation between India and the UAE.
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Connect the Dots: This military engagement aligns with India's Strategic Partnership with West
Asia, security and defense diplomacy in the Indian Ocean Region, and Joint Defence Cooperation
Committees.

Static Points Related to News

e Capital of United Arab Emirates (UAE): Abu Dhabi | Currency: UAE Dirham (AED).

e Other prominent India-UAE joint military exercises include DESERT CYCLONE (Army) and
ZAYED TALWAR (Navy).

e Chaubatia is a primary Foreign Training Node of the Indian Army situated near Ranikhet in
Uttarakhand.

Points to Remember

e Location of Exercise MOUNTAIN GUARDIAN 2026: Foreign Training Node, Chaubatia,
Uttarakhand.

e Participating partner nation alongside India: United Arab Emirates (UAE).

e Strategic focus area of exercise: High-altitude mountain combat and counter-terrorism
operations.

News Title: India and Japan Launch Operational Manual for Joint Crediting Mechanism
(JCM)

Exam Radar: Highly relevant for UPSC Civil Services, State Public Service Commissions, Banking
Mains, and Environment & Ecology modules — expect questions on climate finance, Article 6 of the
Paris Agreement, and India-Japan bilateral environmental cooperation.

News in One Liner: India and Japan officially launched the Operational Manual for the Joint
Crediting Mechanism (JCM) to facilitate bilateral carbon credit trading and clean technology
transfer.

Detailed News

e H.E. Mr. Keiichi Ono, Ambassador of Japan to India, and the then Secretary (MoEFCC), Shri
Tanmay Kumar, jointly launched the Operational Manual for the India-Japan Joint Crediting
Mechanism (JCM) in New Delhi.
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e The manual sets out standardized end-to-end operational procedures across the entire JCM
project cycle—from submitting a Project Idea Note (PIN) to verifying emission reductions and
authorizing/issuing JCM carbon credits.

e The JCM framework promotes diffusion of advanced low-carbon and decarbonization
technologies, systems, and green infrastructure in India.

e The mechanism supports both nations in achieving their respective Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) under international climate framework guidelines.
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Connect the Dots: Connects directly to Article 6.2 of the Paris Climate Agreement (cooperative
market approaches), decarbonization of heavy industries, and India-Japan Clean Energy
Partnership goals.

Static Points Related to News

e Joint Crediting Mechanism (JCM) is a bilateral carbon trading system established by Japan
with partner developing nations.

e Primary nodal ministry in India: Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(MoEFCC).

e Capital of Japan: Tokyo | Currency: Japanese Yen (JPY).

Points to Remember
e Key operational document launched by India and Japan: Operational Manual for the Joint
Crediting Mechanism (JCM).
e |nitial project submission document specified in the manual: Project Idea Note (PIN).
e Primary objective of JCM: Transfer of low-carbon technologies and joint authorization of carbon
credits.

Subscribe to our YouTube channel

Join our Telegram Group

Industry News

News Title: National Household Travel Survey (July 2025 — June 2026) Report Released by
MoSPI

Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Banking Mains General Awareness, Staff Selection
Commission, and Civil Services General Studies (Economics & Infrastructure) — expect questions
on transport statistical indicators, urban vs. rural passenger mobility trends, and survey parameters.
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News in One Liner: The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) released
key findings from the National Household Travel Survey (July 2025 — June 2026), detailing modal
choices and public transit usage across India.
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Detailed News

e The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) published the report on the
National Household Travel Survey conducted between July 2025 and June 2026.

e The survey serves as a fundamental benchmark for measuring passenger mobility, commuter
distance, modal split, and transport access patterns in both rural and urban sectors across Indian
states.

e Key data highlights that buses accounted for 55.8% and railways for 17.7% of household
overnight journeys, affirming bus-based transit as the primary mode of public transportation
nationwide.

e Data collected under the survey will directly feed into transport planning, infrastructure allocation,
urban mobility policymaking, and carbon emission estimation frameworks.

Connect the Dots: Connects to PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan, Sustainable Development
Goal 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities), and urban logistics/public transport policy
formulation.

Static Points Related to News

e The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) is the nodal central
agency for coverage and quality control of statistical standards in India.

e National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) under MoSPI conducts nationwide socio-economic and
household surveys.

e Primary nodal minister: Union Minister of State (IC) for Statistics and Programme
Implementation.

Points to Remember

e Primary public transport mode identified in the survey: Buses (accounting for 55.8% of trips).
e Ministry responsible for conducting the National Household Travel Survey: MoSPI.

e Survey reference period: July 2025 to June 2026.

News Title: MoHUA Celebrates World Habitat Day 2026 and Confers PMAY-U Awards
Exam Radar: Highly relevant for Banking Mains General Awareness, Staff Selection Commission,

and State Public Service Commission exams — expect direct questions on World Habitat Day
initiatives, PMAY-U award categories, and urban housing schemes.
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News in One Liner: Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs (MoHUA) observed World Habitat Day
2026 with a focus on resilient urban housing and felicitated top-performing states and entities under
PMAY-U and PMAY-U 2.0.
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Detailed News

e The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) celebrated World Habitat Day 2026
centered on advancing affordable, resilient, and inclusive housing across urban centers.

e The event featured the presentation of the PMAY-U Awards 2026, recognizing outstanding
contributions by States, Union Territories, Urban Local Bodies (ULBs), and partner institutions
under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana - Urban (PMAY-U and PMAY-U 2.0).

e Recognized entities included HDFC Bank as the Best Primary Lending Institution (PLI), Gujarat
for Best Town Planning Scheme Procedure, Tamil Nadu for Best Shelter Fund Practice, and Bihar
for the highest percentage sanctioned against targets among large states under PMAY-U 2.0.

Connect the Dots: Connects directly to Sustainable Development Goal 11.1 (Universal access to
safe and affordable housing), PMAY-U 2.0 urban housing mandates, and municipal financial
models.

Static Points Related to News

e World Habitat Day is designated by the United Nations and observed annually on the first
Monday of October.

e Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana - Urban (PMAY-U) is implemented by the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs (MoHUA).

e Affordable Rental Housing Complexes (ARHCs) is a sub-scheme under PMAY-U providing
dignified living spaces for urban migrants and poor workers.

Points to Remember

e Winner of Best Primary Lending Institution (PLI) under PMAY-U Awards: HDFC Bank.

e State recognized for Best Town Planning Scheme procedure: Gujarat.

e Large State awarded for highest percentage sanctions against targets under PMAY-U 2.0: Bihar.

News Title: India-UAE Joint Military Exercise MOUNTAIN GUARDIAN 2026 Commences in
Uttarakhand

Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Defense, SSC CGL, Banking Mains, and State PSC exams —
expect questions on bilateral military exercises, location venues, and participating international
forces.
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News in One Liner: The India-UAE Joint Military Exercise 'MOUNTAIN GUARDIAN 2026'
commenced at Chaubatia, Uttarakhand, focusing on tactical interoperability and counter-terrorism
operations.
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Detailed News

e The bilateral military exercise MOUNTAIN GUARDIAN 2026 between the Indian Army and the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) Armed Forces commenced at the Foreign Training Node in
Chaubatia, Uttarakhand.

e The joint exercise focuses on tactical drills, high-altitude maneuverability, counter-terrorism
operations, joint tactical planning, and casualty evacuation drills.

e The training objectives aim to build operational coordination in mountainous terrain and fortify
defense cooperation between India and the UAE.

Connect the Dots: This military engagement aligns with India's Strategic Partnership with West
Asia, security and defense diplomacy in the Indian Ocean Region, and Joint Defence Cooperation
Committees.

Static Points Related to News

e Capital of United Arab Emirates (UAE): Abu Dhabi | Currency: UAE Dirham (AED).

e Other prominent India-UAE joint military exercises include DESERT CYCLONE (Army) and
ZAYED TALWAR (Navy).

e Chaubatia is a primary Foreign Training Node of the Indian Army situated near Ranikhet in
Uttarakhand.

Points to Remember

e Location of Exercise MOUNTAIN GUARDIAN 2026: Foreign Training Node, Chaubatia,
Uttarakhand.

e Participating partner nation alongside India: United Arab Emirates (UAE).

e Strategic focus area of exercise: High-altitude mountain combat and counter-terrorism
operations.

News Title: India and Japan Launch Operational Manual for Joint Crediting Mechanism
(JCM)

Exam Radar: Highly relevant for UPSC Civil Services, State Public Service Commissions, Banking
Mains, and Environment & Ecology modules — expect questions on climate finance, Article 6 of the
Paris Agreement, and India-Japan bilateral environmental cooperation.
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News in One Liner: India and Japan officially launched the Operational Manual for the Joint
Crediting Mechanism (JCM) to facilitate bilateral carbon credit trading and clean technology
transfer.

MOCK

TO OFFICER

Detailed News

e H.E. Mr. Keiichi Ono, Ambassador of Japan to India, and the then Secretary (MoEFCC), Shri
Tanmay Kumar, jointly launched the Operational Manual for the India-Japan Joint Crediting
Mechanism (JCM) in New Delhi.

e The manual sets out standardized end-to-end operational procedures across the entire JCM
project cycle—from submitting a Project Idea Note (PIN) to verifying emission reductions and
authorizing/issuing JCM carbon credits.

e The JCM framework promotes diffusion of advanced low-carbon and decarbonization
technologies, systems, and green infrastructure in India while helping both nations meet their
respective Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs).

Connect the Dots: Connects directly to Article 6.2 of the Paris Climate Agreement (cooperative
market approaches), decarbonization of heavy industries, and India-Japan Clean Energy
Partnership goals.

Static Points Related to News

e Joint Crediting Mechanism (JCM) is a bilateral carbon trading system established by Japan
with partner developing nations.

e Primary nodal ministry in India: Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(MoEFCC).

e Capital of Japan: Tokyo | Currency: Japanese Yen (JPY).

Points to Remember
e Key operational document launched by India and Japan: Operational Manual for the Joint
Crediting Mechanism (JCM).
e Initial project submission document specified in the manual: Project Idea Note (PIN).
e Primary objective of JCM: Transfer of low-carbon technologies and joint authorization of carbon
credits.

Subscribe to our YouTube channel

Join our Telegram Group

Financial News
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News Title: SEBI Releases "Samajh Se Investing Simple"” Campaign, Launches MUST
Initiative, and Debuts on WhatsApp

MOCK

TO OFFICER

Exam Radar: Highly relevant for UPSC Civil Services (GS-Ill Capital Markets & Financial Literacy),
Banking Mains (RBI Grade B, SEBI Grade A, SBI PO), and State PSCs — expect questions on
investor protection programs, SEBI initiatives, and digital literacy frameworks.

News in One Liner: Capital market regulator SEBI launched the "Samajh Se Investing Simple"
campaign under Project Jagrook, rolled out the Mentoring of University/College Students by
Trainers (MUST) initiative, and introduced an official verified WhatsApp channel.

Detailed News

e Campaign Launch: Market regulator SEBI unveiled the "Samajh Se Investing Simple" investor
awareness campaign under its umbrella Project Jagrook at Panjab University, Chandigarh,
coinciding with World Investor Week (WIW) 2026.

e MUST Initiative Rollout: SEBI rolled out the MUST (Mentoring of University/College Students by
Trainers) initiative in collaboration with the Association of Indian Universities (AlU). Nominated
faculty, staff, or senior students will be trained and certified by SEBI, Market Infrastructure
Institutions (Mlls), and NISM as Partner Trainers to conduct campus financial literacy sessions.

e WhatsApp Verification & Presence: SEBI launched its official WhatsApp Channel (accessible
via 1800 22 7575) featuring a verified blue tick to help retail investors access authentic market
guidance and avoid cyber-fraud or impersonation scams.

e Infrastructure Expansion: During the same event, SEBI officially inaugurated its new Local
Office in Chandigarh to enhance regional regulatory oversight and investor support.

Connect the Dots:

e Directly links to investor protection measures under the SEBI Act, 1992, ensuring financial
literacy among retail investors across India.

e Integrates with broader financial inclusion initiatives by leveraging Digital Public Infrastructure
and messaging platforms like WhatsApp.

e Aligns with global financial education standardizations established by the International
Organization of Securities Commissions (I0SCO).

Static Points Related to News

e Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI): Statutory body established on April 12, 1992,
under the SEBI Act, 1992, headquartered in Mumbai.

e World Investor Week (WIW): A global campaign promoted by the International Organization of
Securities Commissions (I0OSCO) to raise awareness about investor education and protection.
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e NISM (National Institute of Securities Markets): A public trust established by SEBI in 2006 to
lead financial education initiatives.

MOCK

TO OFFICER

Points to Remember

e Campaign slogan released under Project Jagrook: "Samajh Se Investing Simple".

e Expansion of the acronym MUST: Mentoring of University/College Students by Trainers.

e Partner organization collaborating with SEBI for MUST: Association of Indian Universities (AlU).

News Title: DFS Secretary Directs Banks to Expand Digital Lending and Financial Inclusion
Outreach

Exam Radar: Crucial for Banking Mains (IBPS, SBI, RBI Grade B), UPSC GS-Ill (Indian Economy
& Banking Reforms), and Financial Sector exams — expect questions on DFS guidelines, digital
lending architectures, and financial inclusion targets.

News in One Liner: Department of Financial Services (DFS) Secretary urged public and private
sector banks to scale up end-to-end digital lending frameworks and intensify financial inclusion
drives.

Detailed News

e Focus on Digital Processing: The DFS Secretary directed banking institutions to adopt
complete end-to-end digital loan processing platforms to minimize friction, reduce turnaround times,
and expand credit delivery to micro-borrowers.

e Outreach & Credit Access: Banks were instructed to broaden financial inclusion campaigns
targeting unbanked and under-banked regions, ensuring smooth credit access to street vendors,
MSMEs, and rural entrepreneurs under central credit schemes.

e Risk Management & Compliance: While pushing for automated digital underwriting, the
department advised financial institutions to maintain robust cybersecurity controls, credit risk
appraisal standards, and strict adherence to RBI's Digital Lending Guidelines.

Connect the Dots:

e Connects directly to Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) and the Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile (JAM)
trinity utilization.

e Supports the Account Aggregator framework to accelerate friction-free credit evaluation for
first-time borrowers.

e Strengthens risk mitigation frameworks in alignment with RBI's regulatory technology (RegTech)
norms.

Static Points Related to News
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e Department of Financial Services (DFS): Operates under the Ministry of Finance, supervising
banks, financial institutions, insurance companies, and the National Pension System (NPS).

e Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY): Flagship financial inclusion mission launched on
August 28, 2014.

e Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Digital Lending Framework: Regulatory framework established to
regulate Digital Lending Apps (DLAs) and Lending Service Providers (LSPs).

MOCK

TO OFFICER

Points to Remember
e Primary focus mandated by DFS for loan processing: End-to-end digital processing.
e Key administrative department issuing directives to banks: Department of Financial Services
(DFS), Ministry of Finance.
e Key technological pillar backing digital loan underwriting: Account Aggregator Framework / Digital
Public Infrastructure (DPI).

Subscribe to our YouTube channel

Join our Telegram Group

National & State News

News Title: Indian Railways Commissions New ¥2,400 Crore Mokama Rail Bridge Parallel to
Rajendra Pul in Bihar

Exam Radar: Highly relevant for Railway Recruitment Board (RRB NTPC/JE), Banking Mains,
UPSC GS-lII (Infrastructure & Transport Systems), and Bihar PSC — expect questions on new
river bridges, rail connectivity corridors, and Eastern Central Railway operations.

News in One Liner: Indian Railways commissioned a new double-line rail bridge over River Ganga
parallel to the historic Rajendra Pul at Mokama, constructed at a cost of 2,400 crore to bolster
North-South Bihar connectivity.

Detailed News

e Infrastructure Commissioning: Indian Railways formally opened the new %2,400 crore
double-line rail bridge spanning the River Ganga at Mokama following safety clearance from the
Commissioner of Railway Safety (CRS).

e Technical Specifications: The project spans 15.5 km (including a 1.9-km main bridge with 17
steel spans), located parallel to the historic 1959-built Rajendra Pul on the Patna side.

e Capacity Augmentation: The double-track expansion increases available rail lines at this key
bottleneck to three, eliminating severe traffic bottlenecks on the high-density Delhi-Howrah and
North-South Bihar trunk lines.
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Connect the Dots:

e Aligns directly with the PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan for multi-modal transport
integration and bottleneck elimination.

e Boosts economic activity and freight throughput under the Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor
linkages across Bihar.

e Supports regional development goals and cross-river mobility across Ganga transit corridors in
Eastern India.

Static Points Related to News

e Zonal Railway Division: Executed under the East Central Railway (ECR) zone, headquartered
at Hajipur, Bihar.

e Historical Context: The old Rajendra Pul (commissioned in 1959) was the first rail-cum-road
bridge across the Ganga in Bihar.

e Statutory Authority: The Commissioner of Railway Safety (CRS) operates under the
administrative control of the Ministry of Civil Aviation (not the Ministry of Railways) to ensure
unbiased safety oversight.

Points to Remember

e Total Project Cost: Approximately 32,400 crore.

e First passenger train to cross the new bridge: Mahananda Express (Train No. 15483).

e River spanned and location: River Ganga at Mokama connecting Barauni in Bihar.
Subscribe to our YouTube channel

Join our Telegram Group

Appointments and Resignation

News Title: Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit Appointed Next Chief of the Air Staff
Exam Radar: Highly relevant for Defence, SSC CGL, Banking General Awareness, and State
Public Service Commissions — expect direct questions on new military appointments, awards, and

defense leadership structures.

News in One Liner: The Government of India appointed Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit as the 29th
Chief of the Air Staff (CAS), succeeding Air Chief Marshal Amar Preet Singh.

Detailed News
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e New Appointment: Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit, PVSM, AVSM, VM, VSM, has been appointed as
the next Chief of the Air Staff, taking over office on October 31, 2026.

e Career & Experience: Commissioned into the fighter stream of the Indian Air Force on
December 6, 1986, he is an Experimental Test Pilot, Qualified Flying Instructor, and Fighter Combat
Leader. He served as the Vice Chief of the Air Staff prior to his elevation.

e Key Operational Roles: He participated in major operations including Operation Safed Sagar
(Kargil War), Operation Rakshak, and Operation Sindoor, and previously held appointments as
Chief of Integrated Defence Staff (CISC) and Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief of Central Air
Command.

MOCK

TO OFFICER

Connect the Dots:

e Directs the ongoing transition toward integrated theater commands alongside the Chief of
Defence Staff (CDS) and army/navy leadership.

e Accelerates fleet modernization under 'Atmanirbhar Bharat' in indigenous defense technology
and aviation ecosystems.

e Aligns with strategic defense posture and operational preparedness in high-altitude northern and
western sectors.

Static Points Related to News

e Indian Air Force (IAF): Established on October 8, 1932; celebrates Indian Air Force Day
annually on October 8.

e Supreme Commander of the Indian Armed Forces: President of India (Droupadi Murmu).

e Motto of the Indian Air Force: "Touch the Sky with Glory" (Nabham Sparsham Deeptam), taken
from the Bhagavad Gita Chapter 11.

Points to Remember

e Newly appointed Chief of the Air Staff: Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit.

e Outgoing Chief of the Air Staff: Air Chief Marshal Amar Preet Singh.

e Operational expertise: Experimental Test Pilot who participated in Operation Safed Sagar.

News Title: Justice P. Sam Koshy Appointed Acting Chief Justice of Telangana High Court

Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for UPSC GS-II (Judiciary & Constitutional Provisions), State
PSCs, Banking Mains, and Law Entrance Exams — expect questions on Article 223, constitutional
appointment rules, and High Court appointments.

News in One Liner: The Ministry of Law and Justice notified the appointment of Justice Puthichira
Sam Koshy as the Acting Chief Justice of the High Court for the State of Telangana under Article
223 of the Constitution.
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Detailed News

e Appointment Notification: The Central Government notified the appointment of Justice P. Sam
Koshy as Acting Chief Justice following the elevation of Chief Justice Aparesh Kumar Singh as a
Judge of the Supreme Court of India.

e Constitutional Basis: The President of India made the appointment in exercise of powers
conferred under Article 223 of the Constitution of India.

e Judicial Career: Appointed as an Additional Judge of the Chhattisgarh High Court in 2013 and
made a permanent judge in 2016, Justice Koshy was transferred to the Telangana High Court in
July 2023.

Connect the Dots:

e |llustrates the application of Article 223 governing temporary executive appointments to
administrative judicial heads.

e Reflects the operational workflow of the Supreme Court Collegium system regarding High Court
elevations and transfers.

e Highlights constitutional mechanisms preventing judicial administrative vacuums in state High
Courts.

Static Points Related to News

e Article 223 of the Constitution: Empowers the President to appoint an Acting Chief Justice
when the office of the Chief Justice of a High Court is vacant or when the Chief Justice is unable to
perform duties.

e Article 217: Deals with the appointment and conditions of the office of a Judge of a High Court.
e Seat of Telangana High Court: Hyderabad.

Points to Remember

e Appointed Acting Chief Justice of Telangana High Court: Justice Puthichira Sam Koshy.

e Article of the Indian Constitution governing this appointment: Article 223.

e Outgoing Telangana High Court CJ elevated to Supreme Court: Justice Aparesh Kumar Singh.

Subscribe to our YouTube channel
Join our Telegram Group

Defence News

News Title: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh Launches Navy's First Indigenous Fleet Support
Ship 'Surya' at Visakhapatnam
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Exam Radar: Highly relevant for UPSC CSE (GS-Ill Security & Defence), Banking Mains, Defense
exams (CDS, NDA, AFCAT), and State PSCs — expect questions on indigenous naval vessels,
shipbuilder execution, and naval modernization.

MOCK

TO OFFICER

News in One Liner: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh launched 'Surya’, the first of five indigenous
Fleet Support Ships (FSS) built by Hindustan Shipyard Limited (HSL) for the Indian Navy at
Visakhapatnam.

Detailed News

e Ship Launch Event: Raksha Mantri Rajnath Singh presided over the launch of 'Surya’, the lead
vessel of the 44,000-tonne Fleet Support Ship class constructed at Hindustan Shipyard Limited
(HSL), Visakhapatnam.

e Operational Capabilities: Designed to undertake replenish-at-sea (RAS) operations, 'Surya' will
supply fuel, water, ammunition, and stores to naval task forces at sea, significantly extending the
blue-water reach and endurance of the Indian Navy.

e Indigenous & Strategic Impact: Built under the 'Aatmanirbhar Bharat' vision with over 80%
indigenous content, the project marks HSL's largest warship construction effort, supported by
Turkish design transfer collaboration.

Connect the Dots:

e Aligns directly with the Indian Navy's strategic vision for blue-water power projection across the
Indian Ocean Region (IOR).

e Accelerates defense manufacturing goals under the 'Make in India' initiative in ship design and
naval architecture.

e Complements security initiatives like SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region) and
Indo-Pacific maritime domain awareness.

Static Points Related to News

e Hindustan Shipyard Limited (HSL): Defense public sector shipyard under the Ministry of
Defence, headquartered in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh.

e Chief of the Naval Staff (CNS): Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi.

e Naval Replenishment: Fleet Support Ships allow carrier battle groups to operate continuously at
sea without frequent port calls.

Points to Remember

e Ship Name: 'Surya' (Lead Fleet Support Ship).

e Construction Yard: Hindustan Shipyard Limited (HSL), Visakhapatnam.
e Displacing Tonnage: Approximately 44,000 tonnes.
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News Title: Rajnath Singh Inaugourates New Aero-Engine Manufacturing Facilities at HAL
Koraput in Odisha
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Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for Defence Services exams, Banking Mains General Awareness,
SSC CGL, and State PSCs — expect questions on HAL facilities, aero-engine manufacturing, and
indigenous fighter jet programs.

News in One Liner: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated expanded aero-engine
manufacturing lines at Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) Koraput, Odisha, to boost production
of engines for fighter aircraft including AMCA and LCA variants.

Detailed News

e Facility Expansion: Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated advanced manufacturing
infrastructure at HAL's Engine Division in Sunabeda, Koraput district, Odisha.

e Engine Production Focus: The expanded lines enhance capacity to manufacture, overhaul, and
test engines such as the AL-31FP for Su-30MKI, as well as testing facilities aligned with indigenous
projects like the Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft (AMCA) and Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas
Mk1A/MKk2.

e Self-Reliance Push: The initiative strengthens local supply chains, reduces dependence on
foreign original equipment manufacturers (OEMs), and establishes Koraput as a vital hub for
military aviation propulsion technologies.

Connect the Dots:

e Direct link to the AMCA (5th generation fighter aircraft) program approved by the Cabinet
Committee on Security (CCS).

e Supports the Defense Production and Export Promotion Policy (DPEPP) aiming for robust
domestic aerospace manufacturing.

e Enhances regional economic growth and high-tech industrial manufacturing infrastructure in tribal
districts of Odisha.

Static Points Related to News

e Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL): Navratna Defence PSU established in 1940,
headquartered in Bengaluru, Karnataka.

e HAL Koraput Division: Established in 1964 specifically for manufacturing MIG and Sukhoi jet
engines.

e AMCA Program: India's 5th-generation stealth fighter jet development program led by DRDO
and HAL.

Points to Remember
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e Location of expanded engine manufacturing plant: Sunabeda, Koraput, Odisha.
e Primary PSU managing the plant: Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL).
e Key fighter engine assembled at Koraput: AL-31FP (for Su-30MKI).
Subscribe to our YouTube channel
Join our Telegram Group
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Sports News

News Title: IOC Confirms India and Qatar Among Seven Nations Bidding for 2036 Olympic
Games

Exam Radar: Highly relevant for SSC CGL, Banking Mains, UPSC GS-lll, and Sports General
Awareness — expect direct questions on Olympic host bid candidates, International Olympic
Committee structure, and sports diplomacy.

News in One Liner: The International Olympic Committee (I0OC) confirmed that India is officially
among seven candidate nations engaged in formal dialogue to host the 2036 Summer Olympic and
Paralympic Games.

Detailed News

e Official IOC Confirmation: The I0OC confirmed that seven countries, including India, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Indonesia, Chile, and Egypt, have entered the "Continuous Dialogue" stage
to secure host rights for the 2036 Summer Olympics.

e India's Olympic Bid: The Indian Olympic Association (IOA) formally submitted its Letter of Intent
to the Future Host Commission, highlighting Ahmedabad (Gujarat) as the prospective primary host
hub.

e Selection Process: Under the revised |OC bidding framework, candidate cities undergo informal
and continuous dialogue before the Future Host Commission selects a single preferred host for
target dialogue and final vote.

Connect the Dots:

e Aligns with India's long-term national sports policy framework under 'Khelo India' and national
infrastructure preparation.

e Promotes mega-event sports tourism, infrastructure modernization, and urban redevelopment
projects.

e Boosts sports diplomacy and positions India as an international sporting and athletic hub.

Static Points Related to News
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¢ International Olympic Committee (I0C): Headquartered in Lausanne, Switzerland.

e Upcoming Summer Olympics Venues: Paris 2024, Los Angeles 2028 (USA), and Brisbane
2032 (Australia).

e Indian Olympic Association (IOA): Statutory national governing body recognized by the I0C.
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Points to Remember

e Target Year of Olympic Bid: 2036.

e Proposed Indian Host City Hub: Ahmedabad, Guijarat.

e Key international sports body overseeing bidding: International Olympic Committee (I0C).

News Title: Smriti Mandhana Appointed Captain of Indian Women's Cricket Team

Exam Radar: Crucial for Sports General Awareness, SSC CGL, Banking Mains, and Railway
Recruitment Board (RRB) exams — expect questions on new sports appointments, cricket
leadership changes, and awards.

News in One Liner: Star opening batter Smriti Mandhana was appointed captain of the Indian
Women's Cricket Team across all formats, taking over leadership duties from Harmanpreet Kaur.

Detailed News

e Leadership Transition: The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) officially named ace
opening batter Smriti Mandhana as the full-time captain of the Indian Women's Cricket Team in
Tests, ODls, and T20Is.

e Distinguished Career: Mandhana, who previously served as long-time vice-captain, brings
extensive experience having won multiple ICC Player of the Year awards and captaining Royal
Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) in the Women's Premier League (WPL).

e Future Roadmap: Her appointment comes ahead of key ICC tournaments, focusing on team
transition, aggressive batting top-order strategies, and youth integration.

Connect the Dots:

e Connects to the expanding commercial footprint and institutional support for women's sports
under the WPL and BCCI.

e Highlights equal pay and equal visibility initiatives adopted across Indian national cricket
structures.

e Relates to preparations for upcoming ICC Women's T20 World Cup and ODI World Cup cycles.

Static Points Related to News
e Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI): Governing body for cricket in India,
headquartered at Cricket Centre, Wankhede Stadium, Mumbai.
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e BCCI President: Roger Binny.
e Major Awards: Smriti Mandhana is a recipient of the prestigious Arjuna Award (2018) and ICC
Women's Cricketer of the Year (Rachael Heyhoe Flint Award).
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Points to Remember

e Newly Appointed Captain: Smriti Mandhana.

e Predecessor Captain: Harmanpreet Kaur.

e Governing Body issuing appointment: Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI).

Subscribe to our YouTube channel
Join our Telegram Group

Important Days

News Title: World Teachers' Day 2026 Focuses on Profession's Status as UNESCO Warns of
44 Million Teacher Shortage

Exam Radar: Relevant for UPSC GS-Il (Education, Human Resources & Social Justice), SSC
CGL, Banking Mains, and State PSCs — expect questions on UNESCO observances, global
education benchmarks, and SDG 4 targets.

News in One Liner: UNESCO observed World Teachers' Day 2026 under the theme "Standing
with teachers: 60 years of protecting the profession, advancing its status and shaping our futures,”
while warning of a critical shortage of 44 million teachers globally by 2030.

Detailed News

e Theme & Focus: The 2026 observance marks the revision of the landmark 1966 ILO/UNESCO
Recommendation concerning the Status of Teachers. The theme calls on international education
systems to provide teachers with necessary financial, institutional, and professional backing amid
changing demands like Al integration, climate change, and migration.

e Global Shortage Alert: UNESCO highlighted that 44 million additional primary and secondary
school teachers must be recruited and retained worldwide by 2030 to achieve Sustainable
Development Goal 4 (Quality Education).

e Global Celebrations: The flagship event took place at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris,
featuring the presentation of the 9th UNESCO-Hamdan Prize for Teacher Development.

Connect the Dots: Connects to India's National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 objectives regarding
continuous professional development for educators, school teacher-pupil ratio norms, and global
SDG 4 targets.
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Static Points Related to News

e UNESCO Headquarters: Paris, France | Director-General: Audrey Azoulay.

e World Teachers' Day Date: Celebrated annually on October 5 since 1994.

e SDG 4: Target under the UN Sustainable Development Goals dedicated to ensuring inclusive and
equitable quality education.

Points to Remember
e UNESCO 2026 World Teachers' Day Theme: "Standing with teachers: 60 years of protecting the
profession, advancing its status and shaping our futures".
e Estimated global teacher shortage by 2030: 44 million.
e Key award presented during Paris event: UNESCO-Hamdan Prize for Teacher Development.
Subscribe to our YouTube channel
Join our Telegram Group

Awards & Honors

News Title: India Wins Four Gold and One Silver at 19th International Olympiad on
Astronomy and Astrophysics (IOAA) 2026

Exam Radar: Highly relevant for SSC CGL, Banking Mains, Railway Recruitment Board (RRB),
and State Public Service Commissions — expect questions on academic olympiad host nations,
Indian medal tallies, and scientific award winners.

News in One Liner: Indian students delivered an outstanding performance at the 19th IOAA held
in Hanoi, Vietnam, winning four gold medals and one silver medal to finish jointly in third position
overall.

Detailed News

e Medal Tally: All five members of the national Indian delegation secured medals—winning four
Gold medals and one Silver medal—at the 19th International Olympiad on Astronomy and
Astrophysics (IOAA) held in Hanoi, Vietnam.

e Winners List: Gold medals were clinched by Pranjal Dixit (Hyderabad), Sumant Gupta (Delhi),
Akshat Srivastava (Gurugram), and Arnav Sehrawat (Faridabad), while Harshil Amitkumar Patel
(Vadodara) earned the Silver medal.

e Global Ranking: India finished in joint third position overall alongside host nation Vietnam,
finishing right behind Iran and South Korea, which secured five gold medals each.
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Connect the Dots:

e Connects to STEM talent nurturing initiatives driven by the Homi Bhabha Centre for Science
Education (HBCSE) and Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR).

e Aligns with National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 goals to encourage scientific inquiry and
competitive problem-solving among Indian youth.

e Highlights international scientific collaboration platforms supported by the Department of Atomic
Energy (DAE) and Department of Science and Technology (DST).
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Static Points Related to News

e Nodal Institution: The Homi Bhabha Centre for Science Education (HBCSE-TIFR), Mumbai, is
the premier nodal institution responsible for selecting and training Indian teams for international
scientific olympiads.

e Event Components: The International Olympiad on Astronomy and Astrophysics (IOAA)
evaluates participants across three primary modules: Theoretical Analysis (50%), Observational
Astronomy (25%), and Data Analysis (25%).

e Host Nation: Hanoi is the capital city of Vietnam | Currency: Viethnamese Dong (VND).

Points to Remember

e VVenue of 19th IOAA 2026: Hanoi, Vietham.

e Indian Medal Breakdown: 4 Gold Medals and 1 Silver Medal.
e Joint 3rd rank partners: India and Vietnam.

News Title: Karl Deisseroth, Peter Hegemann, and Georg Nagel Win 2026 Nobel Prize in
Medicine for Optogenetics

Exam Radar: Strongly relevant for UPSC Civil Services (GS-Ill Science & Technology), Banking
Mains General Awareness, and State PSCs — expect direct questions on 2026 Nobel laureates,
the field of optogenetics, and neural mapping technologies.

News in One Liner: The 2026 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine was awarded jointly to Karl
Deisseroth, Peter Hegemann, and Georg Nagel for pioneering optogenetics—a revolutionary
technique using light to control individual nerve cells.

Detailed News

e Award Announcement: The Nobel Assembly at the Karolinska Institute awarded the 2026 Nobel
Prize in Physiology or Medicine equally among Karl Deisseroth (USA), Peter Hegemann
(Germany), and Georg Nagel (Germany).
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e Core Innovation: The award honors their groundbreaking development of optogenetics, a
methodology that uses light-sensitive microbial proteins (opsins) and light beams to precisely
switch target neurons on or off in living brain tissues.

e Clinical Significance: The technology provides unprecedented insights into mapping neural
circuits responsible for memory formation, emotional behavior, and neurological disorders such as
Parkinson's, depression, and vision restoration therapies.
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Connect the Dots:

e Connects to neuro-technology advancement frameworks and brain-computer interface (BClI)
research globally.

e Direct applications in developing precision targeted therapies for neurodegenerative diseases
and psychiatric conditions.

e Aligns with global health goals addressing neurological disorders under World Health
Organization (WHO) mental health action plans.

Static Points Related to News

e Awarding Body: The Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine is awarded annually by the Nobel
Assembly at Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm, Sweden.

e Prize Amount: The 2026 Nobel Prize carries a cash award of 12 million Swedish Kronor (SEK)
shared equally among the winners.

e Optogenetics Definition: A biological technique involving the genetic modification of targeted
neurons to express light-sensitive ion channels, allowing precise control using laser light.

Points to Remember

e 2026 Nobel Medicine Winners: Karl Deisseroth, Peter Hegemann, and Georg Nagel.
e Winning Research Field: Optogenetics (controlling nerve cell activity using light).

e Awarding Institution: Nobel Assembly at the Karolinska Institute, Sweden.

News Title: Francis Halzen Awarded 2026 Nobel Prize in Physics for IceCube Neutrino
Observatory Research

Exam Radar: Crucial for UPSC GS-Ill (Space & Fundamental Physics), SSC CGL, Banking
Exams, and Defense/Technical entry exams — expect questions on Nobel laureates, IceCube, and
high-energy astrophysical neutrinos.

News in One Liner: Physicist Francis Halzen was awarded the 2026 Nobel Prize in Physics for his
leadership in establishing the IceCube Neutrino Observatory in Antarctica and discovering
high-energy cosmic neutrinos.
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Detailed News

e Laureate Details: Francis Halzen, a Belgian-American theoretical physicist and professor at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison, was named the recipient of the 2026 Nobel Prize in Physics.

e Key Contribution: Honored for his vision and decisive contributions to designing and building
the IceCube Neutrino Observatory deep beneath the Antarctic ice at the South Pole.

e Scientific Breakthrough: The facility enabled the historic first detection of high-energy neutrinos
originating from extreme, distant astrophysical phenomena outside our galaxy, opening up a new
era of multi-messenger astronomy.

MOCK

TO OFFICER

Connect the Dots:

e Complements observational astronomy projects such as the Square Kilometre Array (SKA) and
LIGO in the field of multi-messenger astrophysics.

e Relates to extreme energy particle research conducted at major installations like CERN's Large
Hadron Collider.

e Strengthens deep-space physics study frameworks under polar scientific research protocols in
Antarctica.

Static Points Related to News

e Awarding Institution: The Nobel Prize in Physics is awarded by the Royal Swedish Academy
of Sciences in Stockholm.

e IceCube Observatory: A massive particle detector covering 1 cubic kilometer of ice deep below
the Amundsen-Scott South Pole Station in Antarctica, lead-managed by the University of
Wisconsin-Madison.

e What are Neutrinos?: Neutral subatomic particles with near-zero mass that interact extremely
weakly with matter, traveling across light-years of space without deflection.

Points to Remember
e 2026 Physics Nobel Laureate: Francis Halzen.
e Research Facility Associated: IceCube Neutrino Observatory, South Pole, Antarctica.
e Core Breakthrough: Discovery of high-energy neutrinos originating from astrophysical sources
outside the Milky Way.
Subscribe to our YouTube channel
Join our Telegram Group

Obituaries

News Title: Renowned Author and Former UK Politician Lord Jeffrey Archer Passes Away at
86
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Exam Radar: Important for SSC CGL, Banking General Awareness, Railway Recruitment Board
(RRB), and State Exams — expect questions on famous literary obituaries, iconic books, and
international personalities in the news.

News in One Liner: Bestselling British novelist and former Conservative MP Lord Jeffrey Archer,
known for iconic works like Kane and Abel, passed away at the age of 86.

Detailed News

e Demise: Jeffrey Archer passed away peacefully at his home in London aged 86 between writing
sessions, just as his final novel Adam and Eve was set for global publication.

e Literary Legacy: Over a five-decade career, Archer sold over 300 million copies across 119
countries in 49 languages. His landmark books include Kane and Abel, Not a Penny More, Not a
Penny Less, The Clifton Chronicles, and A Prison Diary.

e Political & Public Life: A former MP and Deputy Chairman of the Conservative Party, his public
life saw high drama, including a libel conviction in 2001 that led to a two-year prison sentence.

Connect the Dots: Highlights international pop-culture literary history and the widespread
popularity of British fiction across Commonwealth nations, including India.

Static Points Related to News

e Famous Literary Works: Kane and Abel, First Among Equals, Shall We Tell the President?, The
Clifton Chronicles series.

e Autobiographical Work: A Prison Diary (3-part series detailing his time in Belmarsh and
Wayland prisons).

Points to Remember
e Renowned author who passed away: Jeffrey Archer.
e Final novel published posthumously: Adam and Eve.
e Most famous career bestseller: Kane and Abel.
Subscribe to our YouTube channel

Join our Telegram Group

Miscellaneous

Ranking and Reports
News Title: World Bank Upgrades India's FY27 GDP Growth Projection to 7.1%
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Exam Radar: Highly relevant for UPSC GS-Ill (Indian Economy, Growth & Development), RBI
Grade B, SEBI Grade A, SBI PO Mains, and State PSCs — expect questions on GDP growth
forecasts, World Bank reports, and macroeconomic indicators.

News in One Liner: The World Bank revised India’s GDP growth forecast for FY27 upward by 50
basis points to 7.1% (from 6.6%), citing robust domestic demand, resilient investment, and strong
economic activity.

Detailed News

e Upgraded Forecast: In its latest South Asia Economic Update, the World Bank boosted India's
economic growth projection for FY27 to 7.1%, up from its previous projection of 6.6%.

e Key Growth Drivers: Growth momentum is anchored by solid private consumption, strong
industrial and services sector expansion, and resilient export performance that offsets global
economic headwinds.

e Future Outlook: The report also projected a growth rate of 7.2% for FY28, underlining India's
position as the fastest-growing major economy globally.

Connect the Dots: Direct linkages with RBI's monetary policy trajectory, capital expenditure
(CapEx) outlays by the Union Government, and fiscal consolidation pathways.

Static Points Related to News

e World Bank Headquarters: Washington, D.C., USA | President: Ajay Banga.

e Flagship World Bank Reports: Global Economic Prospects, South Asia Economic Update, and
World Development Report.

e Fiscal Year Context: FY27 in India refers to the financial period running from April 1, 2026, to
March 31, 2027.

Points to Remember
e Revised FY27 GDP forecast by World Bank: 7.1% (Up from 6.6%).
e Report title: South Asia Economic Update.
e Projected GDP growth rate for FY28: 7.2%.
Subscribe to our YouTube channel

Join our Telegram Group
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